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1. Overall Description:

TSG-SA2 thanks GSMA SerG LBS subgroup for their “LS to 3GPP SA1, 3GPP SA2 and LIF on LBS Scenarios” (Tdoc S2-021104). SA2 has investigated the scenarios, whether they are supported by the functional architecture of LCS provided in the 3GPP specification 23.271 for the existing Rel-4/-5 and for the future Rel-6 with an inter GMLC interface. The scenarios are valuable location based services descriptions and in general it should be possible to support these scenarios using the 3GPP LCS specifications.

SA2 regards the functional architecture on which the scenarios are described as a functional example architecture based on R99 for GSM. This architecture has been enhanced in subsequent releases, e.g. PS-domain both in GERAN and UTRAN and it is planned to introduce an inter-GMLC interface in Rel-6, for which a new work item has been approved. With this inter-GMLC interface, the support of the scenarios 3bis and 5 is enabled by using an R-GMLC (requesting, connected to LCS client/content provider) and H-GMLC (in home PLMN).

It is noted that the scenarios contain elements, which are seen to be outside the scope of 3GPP LCS specifications. Specifically, the GMLC does not provide an interface to a “Mediation Device“, but support for anonymity is being studied for LCS in 3GPP Release 6.

In addition, the SerG LBS architecture the “SMLC“ function is drawn as an extra box connected to GMLC. It should be noted that according to 3GPP LCS specifications the SMLC is located in the RAN, see TS23.271 and TS25.305, TS43.059. The GMLC normally sends the location request to MSC (MSC-server) or SGSN using the Lg interface.

According to current LCS specifications, the GMLC does not support opaque identities in LCS, i.e. anonymous requestors or anonymous target mobiles, but this is being studied for Release 6.


2. Actions:

In order to promote the liaison between GSMA and 3GPP, TSG SA WG2 kindly requests GSMA SERG to develop additional scenarios, which are in accordance with the current LCS architecture as standardized in 3GPP TS 23.271, where GMLC sends the location request to MSC (MSC server) or SGSN, etc. 

TSG SA WG2 is also awaiting feedback from SA1 on this issue.


4. Attachments:

(The latest versions of TS22.071 and TS23.271 are available at ftp://ftp.3gpp.org.)


5. Next SA2 meeting.

SA2#26, Canada, 19th–23rd August, 2002

SA2#27, 14th – 18th October, 2002







