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1. Introduction

Having completed the SIP based IMS in release 5 3GPP is now standardising messaging for use within IMS. Within IETF the SIMPLE (SIP Instant Messaging and Presence Leveraged Extensions) working group is currently working on SIP mechanisms for Messaging and Presence. These SIP based mechanisms are appropriate for use with the IMS however 3GPP has additional requirements that need to be input into IETF in order that the requirements can be met within the timescales for release 6.

2. Discussion

For release 5 3GPP participants have submitted an Internet Draft on 3GPP requirements on SIP and another Internet Draft is currently being worked on for Presence. These drafts are extremely useful in communicating to IETF the relevant work being done in 3GPP, and the additional requirements that this work has on the work being done in the IETF. 

This contribution contains a preliminary draft of an Internet Draft that would specify the wireless requirements for SIP based messaging as seen by companies active in 3GPP. This may be seen as premature since SA1 has just started work on this issue however there is a urgency to the issue as the work in SIMPLE is currently at a stage where it is possible to easily influence the work and have these additional requirements added to the working group charter if necessary. Postponing submitting such a draft several months until SA1 has fully completed it’s work will delay communicating to IETF that 3GPP is interested in the SIP messaging work and has certain additional requirements and make it harder to get these additional items as part of the SIMPLE working group charter for the near term. This could well mean that the protocol enhancements necessary will not be available within the release 6 timeframe. June 21st is the initial deadline for Internet Drafts that can be presented and discussed at the next IETF meeting, which is being held in July. The IETF meeting after that is not until November. Having a discussion of such requirements at the IETF meeting is the best way of communicating to the broad IETF audience and reaching a consensus to make changes to the working group charter. A revised version of the draft may still be submitted by June 28th.

The preliminary requirements specified in the draft can be subsequently revised as the work in SA1 matures the important thing is to communicate to IETF that the SIP messaging work is of importance to 3GPP and that additional work in IETF is going to be required to meet the needs of 3GPP. 

Discussion Points:

1. The Instant Messaging solution for IMS should be based on the IMS SIP protocol mechanisms and infrastructure.

2. That IMS Instant Messaging should interoperate with SMS, EMS and MMS.

3. That an Internet Draft should be submitted to IETF to communicate that 3GPP is interested in the SIMPLE work on messaging and will have additional requirements.

4. That such an Internet Draft be revised by conference calls of interested participants.

Comments are welcomed on the proposed content of the draft.

