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Introduction

The Open Service Architecture initiative was founded in the mobile community to satisfy the demand of network operators and regulative national bodies to make network capabilities visible and useable for organisations other than the owner of the mobile network.

The idea was (and still is) to allow 3rd party organisations (other than the network operator) to create end user services using telecommunication utilities as they are offered by the telecom operators. Secure access, reliable telecommunication utilities, comprehended trust and service level agreement, charging and billing facilities and mutual protection against malicious attacks are some important aspects which were solved as a first step to grant telecom service to 3rd party organisation.

As a next step useable network capabilities were identified and described as blocks to be used by 3rd parties. By the way, the usage of this blocks is not limited to 3rd parties only, they can also be used by the network operator himself.

These network capabilities are described as OSA functions. Typically a network capabilities are created first before OSA specifications make them visible to 3rd parties. SA1 SWG OSA took the capabilities and started to define OSA functions to make the capabilities assessable. This exercise starting in R99, continued with R4 and are currently completing R5 OSA functions.

So with other words, OSA captured almost all network capabilities currently available.

Proposal

Release 6 is nowadays evolving with a lot of new services, features and capabilities. IMS GM, MBMS, Messaging are some of them. Keeping in mind the reason for OSA to exist, those new services may require to be used from 3rd parties and OSA may evolve accordingly.

SA1 SWG OSA currently studies the benefit of the Generic Network Interface Function to cope with network capabilities which were not considered during the specification process and therefore not properly supported. This method could in the future be used for the fast and easy introduction of new network capabilities but might not be sufficient detailed and comfortable to deal with all coming network capabilities.

The question which SA1 OSA SWG should clarify is:

To which extend shall OSA support Release 6 network capabilities and services?

To answer the question a comprehensive list of Release 6 work items, related to SA1´s work, shall be generated.

Secondly, the SA1 SWG OSA should identify to which extend the work item should be supported by OSA.

If this exercise is successfully done, the amount of work can be planned and first estimations on delivery dates can be given.

Such an approach would also include to set deadline for requirements that can be accepted to get supported by OSA.

List of Release 6 WID

This is a snapshot taken from the 3GPP work plan, dated from 9th of April 2002.

WID name
OSA relevance

Improvements of Radio Interface
No

RAN improvements
No

IMS Phase 2
likely

Emergency call enhancements
No

Security enhancements
?

Support of Push Services
YES

Rel-6 MExE enhancements
?

Subscription Management
?

Support of Presence Capability
Yes

Emergency calls without UICC/SIM in netw. with IMS
No

Trace Management
?

Multimedia Broadcast and Multicast Service
?

Speech Recognition and Speech Enabled Services
?

Generic User Profile
Yes

Digital Rights Management
No

FS on WLAN-UMTS Interworking
No

Priority Service
No

Network Sharing 
No

FS on Priority Service
No

UE Functionality Split
No

QoS Improvements
No

Support for subscriber certificates
No

Rel-6 OSA enhancements
-

Shared Network support in connected Mode
No

IMS Messaging
Yes

IMS Group Management
Yes

Rel-6 Open Service Access
-

Presence Service Enhancements
removed

First guess on delivery dates

05/02, SA1#16
Get an agreement on the OSA support for Release 6

07/02, SA1 SWG OSA
Draft first versions on the Rel 6 additions

08/02, SA1#17
Complete 30% of Rel 6 additions

10/02, SA1 SWG OSA
Complete 80 % of Rel 6 additions

11/02, SA1#18
Get 22.127 rel 6 endorsed and submit it for information to SA#18

At SA1#18 the deadline for Requirements not seen before is reached. No new requirements for Release 6 will be accepted.

01/03, SA1 SWG OSA
Complete 22.127 Rel6

02/03, SA1#19
Approve 22.127 and submit it for approval to SA#19
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