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Introduction:

Further to GSM Association’s WLAN Task Force Liaison Statement to the 3GPP SA1 WLAN Sub working group meeting in Saalfelden, Austria,  11-15th Feb 2002 and  Sophia Antipolis, France, 8-12 April 2002, we have produced a revised contribution for Section 6.3.7 Charging and Billing  
Contact Marcus Taylor of the GSM Association (mtaylor@gsm.org) for any further information.

6.3.7 Charging and Billing

Editors Note from WLAN WLAN TF: This section needs to be clarified with more explanatory narrative and diagrams.  In particular online and offline charging need to be defined
1. Is 'Online' charging well defined and well understood term in the

Operator and Vendor community? If possible, a reference would be good. 

2. Are there several types of On-line charging? If so, then there may

be a need to address them. 

3. What kind of 'controls' would an operator want to have for on-line

charging? The TR talks about "terminated, interrupted or modified". Are

these adequate or are more desired by operators, should other types of events or triggers be included?
Charging and billing in the 3GPP system shall not be compromised by the interworking with the WLAN system. Other aspects regarding charging and billing shall be accommodated as for interworking between 3GPP systems.

6.3.7.1
Online charging support

3GPP –WLAN interworking system shall have the possibility to provide online charging.

As the charging information affects the service rendered, a mechanism shall be available to allow the 3GPP system to indicate to the WLAN system that the service rendered should be terminated, interrupted or modified (for example for pre-paid users).
6.3.7.2
Offline charging support

Offline charging shall utilise the existing 3GPP system Charging Gateway, i.e. WLAN charging shall be based on charging records delivered to 3GPP Charging Gateway.
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