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1. Introduction

At the last meeting in Saalfelden, Siemens and Materna proposed that OSA support a Generic Network Interface Function (GNIF) to allow applications to interact with non standardized capability servers, using other mechanisms than OSA. Herein, we question the need for standardizing such functionality because OSA already supports non-standardized SCF and is going to support for Rel. 5 WSDL interfaces and interaction through the SOAP or HTTP protocol. This is the main reason given by the proponents in support for the GNIF.

2. Negotiation of communication means and attributes

Siemens and Materna believe the GNIF will allow negotiation of the appropriate communication means and attributes between the SCS and the application. However, any communication means required for the interaction between an SCS and its clients is statically configured in the SCS as well as the Framework (through Service Properties). What can be really negotiated between the application and the Framework is what among the communication means supported by the SCS should be used, together with the appropriate attributes, such as the communication address, etc.

This kind of negotiation may be achieved by the OSA through SCS attributes also known as Service Properties. The SCS may publish all the supported communication means to the Framework, and next the client may request to be linked to the instance, which supports the required communication means.

Thus, negotiation of appropriate communication is already supported by state-of-the-art OSA. It might be the case that some more Service Properties might need to be introduced in order to really allow the optimum flexibility. However, we don’t believe that the concept of GNIF is required as specific requirement.

3. Achieving interaction using non-OSA mechanisms

OSA does not specify what happens when a client invokes a function implemented by some SCS. In fact, that invocation may result in any kind of interaction between the two. For instance, it can result in downloading an applet on the client, which will then interact with the SCS in a transparent way.

Again, we believe that the GNIF is not needed to achieve such behavior. We believe that the example on the support of MM7 cited in S1-020586 can be achieved with OSA. This is just an implementation issue. 

4. Conclusion

With the current supplied input material the GNIF concept is not really needed as requirement on OSA and therefore a more solid foundation and background on why this is actually needed is desired. 

