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1. Introduction

The work item for IMS group management was approved in 3GPP TSG SA#15. It would be feasible to utilize same procedures and protocols in IMS for similar types of purposes especially when the number of different services is expected to explode. This document proposes to discuss the scope of group management WI and its relation to different services.

2. Services that could utilise Group Management

To be able to fulfill the ‘requirement’ of having similar procedures for similar types of purposes it is essential to understand the common features and behaviors of different services. There are number of applications and services in the fixed Internet (some also in telecom domain) that are using different kinds of groups in some form. Examples of such services are chat rooms, presence access lists, teleconferences, and so on. The way how these services utilize the group (might) differ but the common requirement to all of them is that a list of persons has to be created somehow to the network. The commonalities of the group related requirements in context of different services are elaborated in next chapter.

3. Group Management (GM)

Group management is a common tool for different kind of services for managing the group of users. Some of the basic features of the group management can be e.g. create group, delete group, add member to the group, remove member from a group. The important feature to note is that the scope of group management is the management of the group i.e. joining or leaving e.g. chat room is outside the scope of group management. 

Example presence:

In the presence service, there will be number of lists that contain names/IDs/URLs of different persons: access list, block list, watcher list, etc. The access and block lists are controlled by the presentity but the watcher list is built up while watchers (try to) access presentity’s presence info. In IETF, the mechanisms for controlling the access and block lists have not been defined whereas the watcher lists builds up via SUBSCRIBEs made by watchers. Furthermore, in the publishing side it has to be defined how the list is used by the service i.e. is it access or block list or something else. The group management is intended to be used in the publishing side i.e. uploading the lists of persons to the server. On the watcher side the watcher list is not managed by the presentity and therefore it is outside the scope of group management. Finally, as the presence is only one service that can utilize group management it has to be maintained service independent. 

4. Proposal

It is proposed to discuss the generic group management and its scope in 3GPP. Furthermore, it is proposed to keep the scope of the group management in the management side of the group and leave service specific group features outside the scope of GM.
























































































