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SA1 reviewed the LS from GERAN  “LS Support of Legacy GSM Transceivers (voice and data)”. 

SA1 would like to thank GERAN for shedding more light on that difficult subject to help SA1 in their decision.

From the GERAN LS it is now the understanding of SA1,  that the proposal of GERAN tries to avoid the situation where a majority of operators need to change their networks to support GERAN Iu.

< citation from the attached GP-012566 >

“ If 3GPP TSG SA1 do not agree to mandate the support of EFR in the MS supporting Iu mode, it would reduce the number of existing TRXs that would be capable to provide speech services when GERAN operates in Iu mode.”

< end of citation from GP-012566 >

SA1 endorses this view. 

Therefore SA1 complies to GERAN’s earlier proposal to request:

“ In Iu mode both the Narrow Band AMR codec family (FR_AMR and HR_AMR) and the EFR channel coding shall be supported by the MS. The network shall support either at least one AMR mode or the EFR.”
SA1 created a CR to TS 22.003 accordingly.

Concerning GERAN’s request to consider data rates of 9.6 kbps and its multiples for GERAN Iu mode SA1 will handle this issue as soon as possible and inform GERAN in a separate LS.

SA1 thanks GERAN for their support and is looking forward to further good co-operation with this group.
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