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1. General:

During the recently held T2 GUP ad hoc meeting, a need to clarify to the addressed parties with the intention and current status of the T2 Stage 2 (TS 23.241) and Stage 3 (TS 24.241) GUP work, and it's relationship to other 3GPP working groups was identified.

Problem

In the work with GUP it is realised that many data elements are used by many groups. Some data are shared between these groups. If there is no coordination between these groups, there is a high probability that the same data will be described and defined many times.
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The figure above illustrates an example of a distributed view of the 3GPP Generic User Profile.  

It has been identified for example that there is a lot of commonality between GPRS, WAP and MMS, and similarly SA5 and the GUP appear to have a lot of commonality.

Background

The T2 GUP Ad Hoc is developing a model for developing data descriptions, illustrated below.

The identification and description of data can be divided in two steps:

· Data modelling
To analyse the requirements and to create an informal definition of the data

· Data description
To make a formal description of the data identified in the data modelling
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In both steps there is a need for coordination.

The Data Description Framework (described in T2 Stage 2 (TS 23.241)) is applicable to the data description step. The DDF and resultant DD is not simply restricted to the GUP, but could be relevant to many other areas of the 3GPP system, where data needs to be described in a formalised manner.

The work procedures to create and approve a Data Description is planned to be defined in the T2  (TS 24.241) 3.

The picture below is a first outline of a part of such a work procedure.
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The output from the data modelling and the resulting Data Description are urgently needed by many groups, as indicated in the problem description. To shorten the time to delivery the work has to be divided into parallel and coordinated activities.

The GUP ad hoc has identified that such activities are:

· Define the data modelling and data description work procedures

· Define the Data Description Framework

· Do data modelling

· Identify an initial set of common datatypes and dataobjects

· Do Data Descriptions

The addressed groups are asked to note this fact, and to consider using these tools in their own areas of interest.  As a result the affected groups may wish to develop models and Data Descriptions for any new services to be introduced, which will then result in an associated DD.  This step unifies different datatypes and descriptions to a single library of data descriptions.  T2 is potentially responsible for filtering incoming Data Descriptions and generating common Data Descriptions being used across the 3GPP system.

The addressed committees are naturally in charge of providing data modelling and Data Description for services they are responsible for, in a timely manner, to T2.  Data modelling and Data Description may be two distinct tasks, accordingly, there is a need to coordinate and agree upon working, publishing and approval procedures.

Our current understanding is that the above addressed committees are directly affected: if any of these committees identifies the need to inform other committees of this work, please forward this Liaison Statement accordingly.

Proposal

To have a single group responsible for the coordination of the data definitions, whilst noting that the actual data definition work is the responsibility of the respective working groups, where the relevant expertise resides.

2. Actions:

· The addressed groups are invited to indicate a general agreement to the concept of unifying the Data Descriptions (e.g. using GUP as a starting point), and the generation of a common DDF for 3GPP.

· The addressed groups are invited to consider the above proposal.

3. Date of next T2 meetings:

	GUP Joint Ad Hoc
	2nd - 5th April 2002

	T2#17
	13th- 17th May, 2002

	T2#18
	19th - 23rd August, 2002
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