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Vodafone are concerned about recent statements within 3GPP working groups that would prevent the use of R99 or R4 UICCs for IMS access.

Vodafone believe that the principle of backward compatibility of SIMs is well established, as in the cases of GSM phase 1 to phase 2, GSM to GPRS and GSM/GPRS to UMTS. 

The GSM to GPRS requirement was specified in TS 03.60 / 23.060, section 11 “Compatibility issues”:

“A GSM ME shall be able to access GPRS services with GPRS-aware SIMs, and with SIMs that are not GPRS-aware.”
The GSM/GPRS to UMTS requirement was specified in TS 21.111, section 11.1:

"The UMTS mobile terminal shall support phase 2 and phase 2+ GSM SIMs as access modules to UMTS networks. The services that can be provided in this case may be limited to GSM like services provided within that UMTS network. It shall be up to the UMTS network operator whether or not to accept the use of GSM SIM as access modules in its network."

Vodafone believe that the principle of backward compatibility should similarly be established for UMTS to IMS. 

Preventing the use of R99 or R4 UICCs for IMS access would lead to the following problems (this is not an exhaustive list):

· Testing – It will be difficult to test IMS-aware UICCs until IMS terminals become available. However, to avoid multiple types of UICC in the supply chain, IMS-aware UICCs would have to be deployed well before IMS capable terminals become available. It would also be difficult to test IMS terminals until IMS-aware UICCs become available
. However, operators will be unwilling to produce large quantities of IMS capable UICCs until IMS terminals are available to test them with. This leads to a “chicken and egg” problem which will delay IMS.

· Retail Supply Chain – Operators will be stocking up with R99/R4 UICCs for 3G launch now and will have millions in the supply chain when IMS services are being rolled out.  It is vitally important to operators that these cards can continue to be used for IMS access.

· Ease of Upgrade – It is in the general interest of the mobile industry that new services are rolled out quickly and efficiently for the operators and terminal manufacturers, and easily for the customers.  Being able to upgrade terminals without have to upgrade UICCs will be a great help in this process.

·  UICC Card Identification – New SIMs and UICCs are difficult to distinguish from old SIMs and UICCs.  Inserting an old UICC into an IMS terminal should not prevent IMS access. This will be particularly problematic for independent service providers who sell the same type of mobile on different networks.

Based on the above discussions, Vodafone believe that the following requirement should be agreed by SA1:

“Access to IMS services shall be possible using R99 and R4 UICCs”

Note that this requirement does not preclude the development of a separate ISIM application on the UICC. 
� 	Some mobile manufacturers are highly reluctant to rely on test equipment for the verification of their mobiles. Obviously this reluctance must also apply to Test (U)SIMs and not just to network infrastructure.





