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On the last TSG-T2 meeting, held in Cancun, Mexico, a decision was reached that there will be no 3GPP specification of Stage 3 for the interface between the MMS User Agent and the MMS Relay/Server (known as MM1) in addition to the one defined by the WAP Forum WAG MMDC. 

This decision was later endorsed by the TSG-T meeting, which took place on December.  The implication of this decision is, at least for Release 5, that the WAP Forum is  informally specifying the Stage 3 definition of the MMS interface to the user’s ME.  Future releases may define a Stage 3, however, these will always be in addition to the specification of the WAP Forum (if only for backward compatibility).

However, the existing situation creates a few problems:

· WAP Forum is under no obligation to standardize MMS according to 3GPP specifications and requirement, either in Stage 1 or Stage 2

· WAP Forum uses different terminologies for MMS (e.g – MMS Relay/Server in 3GPP is called Proxy/Relay by WAP Forum)

· There is an unspecified time gap between the WAP Forum specifications and the 3GPP ones. For example, it is unclear if, and when , there will be WAP Forum MMS specifications which will comply with the upcoming Release 5 3GPP specs , due in March

· 3GPP is not obliged to adopt WAP forum specs either and may decide to develop its own specs and deviate from WAP Forum recommendations.

It is our opinion, that the relationship with the WAP Forum should be formalized to define the conditions under which the 3GPP will adopt the WAPF specifications for MMS, and the conditions under which the WAPF will be obliged to comply with 3GPP specifications where applicable.  The cooperation between the two organizations should be defined under a binding agreement.  It is our understanding that similar formal relationships already exist, e.g. between 3GPP – IETF, 3GPP – ETSI, ETSI and the PARLAY Group for OSA etc..

Possible topics that should be covered by the relationship agreement include:

· Use of 3GPP requirements as a basis for Stage 3 definition

· Availability of WAPF documents for 3GPP members.

· Commonality of terminology

· Joint meetings for coordination of efforts.

· Synchronization of Releases.

· Setting joint obligatory schedules for the project.

