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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

Recipient : the recipient is the entity to which  a MM has been sent.

Sender: the sender is the  entity that sent a MM.
User: the user is the MM sender or the MM recipient.

message element: a message element is a part of a MM consisting of only one media type.

multimedia message: a multimedia message is a message composed of one or more message elements.

multimedia message service: A  multimedia message service allows transfer of multimedia messages between users without the requirement for the multimedia messages to be transferred in real-time.

media types: a media type refers to one form of presenting information to a user, e.g. voice or fax.media formats: within one media type different media formats are applicable for the media presentation, e.g. a picture can be GIF or JPEG format.

network: for the purposes of supporting multimedia messaging, the term network shall be considered to include the mobile operator's network and any functionality which may exist outside the mobile operator's network (i.e.fixed, internet and multimedia technologies etc.), and the support provided by that functionality for multimedia messaging.
Reverse-Charging: a charging mechanism according to which the MMS charges the recipient(s) (End User or VASP) for the retrieval of a multimedia message, upon request of the message originator (VASP or End User). 
service capabilities features: see Reference [2].

Value Added Service Provider: Provides services other than basic telecommunications service for which additional charges may be incurred.

8
Charging

The MMS shall be able to support various charging mechanisms. The following charging characteristics may be considered:

-
message types, length, storage time in the network, etc,

-
delivering time, upload / download method,

-
MM-sender / -recipient,

-
number of messages sent,

-
number of messages received,

-
roaming conditions,

-
location conditions,

· Reverse-Charging, upon request of the message originator, both in the VASP-to-MMS and in the MMS-to-VASP direction.
· Indication of charging,


The MMS indicates to the recipient prior to the recipient downloading a multi media message whether the sender has paid or the recipient is expected to pay for the message.

· Prepaid subscriptions.
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