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TSG SA#13 adopted as a new Work Item to carry out a Feasibility Study on interworking between UMTS and WLAN technologies. SA1 was given the prime responsibility for the overall study. Specifically, SA1 was given the responsibility to study service aspects of such an interworking. In addition to that, the feasibility study should also assess architecture and technical aspects of the interworking. This latter part of the study will be covered by SA2.

Considering that studies on interworking between WLAN and Wide Area Networks have recently been initiated also in other standards bodies (ETSI BRAN, ARIB MMAC and possibly soon in IEEE), and further considering that the scope of 3GPP with respect to radio access technologies is limited to UTRAN and GERAN, we propose that the 3GPP feasibility study be based on the following principles:

· Interworking arrangements shall offer generic support for existing and evolving WLAN technologies.

· The interworking arrangement shall be the same for all WLAN standards (HiperLan/2, IEEE 802.11 and MMAC HiSWAN).

· Interworking with WLAN accesses shall have a minimum impact on the 3GPP Technical Standards.

· 3GPP should seek early liaison with other standards bodies involved in WLAN/UMTS interworking in order to ensure a coherent approach across organisational borders.

