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S2 thank S1 for their liaison on the IP multi-media charging principle.  S2 are pleased to hear that S1 intend to broaden their current documentation (TS 22.115) on charging and accounting principles to encompass the multi-media capabilities that will be offered via IM Sessions. 

S2 confirm that IP multi-media sessions can take place between users and can also be subject to manipulation such as forwarding and redirection.  S2 hope that S1 shall continue to develop charging and accounting requirements for IP multi-media and other service aspects.   

S2 welcomes the SA1 requirement to be able to both apply the same basic charging and  accounting principles for IP multi-media (including forwarded/redirected sessions) as those used within UMTS, and also to enhance the charging and accounting mechanisms to allow new and evolved charging principles. Comments within S2 did confirm that operators will wish to be able to enhance current charging principles (e.g. re-apply principles that their customers are currently familiar with) and also build the ability to enhance these to offer better charging support.  This path could allow operators to incorporate charging for IP multi-media as an evolution of their contemporary charging and accounting schemes as well as create new opportunities for future revenue generating possibilities.
S2 look forward to providing the architectural solutions to satisfy the charging requirements identified by S1 and thank S1 for the proposed change within 22.115 commencing the charging requirements work for IP Multi-media within S1.

As S1 continue to develop the charging and accounting aspects for IP multi-media, S2 request that consideration is made of the potential impacts and opportunities which arise as the session signalling may take a different path, including different networks, to that of the bearer.  

SA2 look forward to jointly developing the architectural aspects of charging & accounting aspects in conjunction with SA1 from a requirements perspective and with SA5 from a charging and accounting perspective.

