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Work Item Description

Title

Instant Messaging

1

3GPP Work Area

	
	Radio Access

	
	Core Network

	X
	Services


2

Linked work items

Multimedia Messaging Service
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Justification

Instant Messaging in the Internet industry is a rapidly developing service available to PC users around the world.  However there is no open interworking Instant Messaging standard for wireless or fixed networks, making it difficult for the wireless industry to support mobile users to share Instant Messaging with subscribers of fixed Internet Messaging services. 

One of the components of Instant Messaging is the concept of presence, whereby users make themselves "visible" or not "visible" to other parties of their choice, allowing group and private "chats" to take place.  The concept of presence, has already been defined as a Work Item by 3GPP and work on its definition has already started in SA1 and SA2.

However, in order to deploy a successful and compatible Instant Messaging Service, the messaging layer between Instant Messaging User Agents and between these User Agents and Messaging Servers is required. Without such a standard it would be impossible to ensure Instant Messaging service between terminals made by different manufacturers  and between wireless Instant Messaging user agents and users on the Internet.

Several bodies are dealing today with standardization of Instant Messaging, including, but not limited to, IETF.

The need to standardize Instant Messaging was recognized and approved recently by the joint meeting of the UMTS Forum and 3GPP held April 23-24th in Sophia Antipolis

This Work Item Description describes the objectives to enable mobile users to interoperate work with the various Instant Messaging standards in an interoperable
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Objective

The objectives of this work item:

· To define the requirements and specify the mechanisms to facilitate instant message delivery in a wireless network

· To consider interoperation with, and re-use of where appropriate, existing  and emerging Internet instant message delivery mechanisms.

· To exploit, and use  3GPP presence information to facilitate Instant Messaging delivery in a wireless network
· To enable, as much as possible, mobile users to use a single access point and UA to access all their messaging needs such as Instant Messaging and Multimedia Messaging
5

Service Aspects


Instant Messaging shall consider the current presence  information and mobility related services, and enable users to send messages to users of Wireless Instant messaging services or Internet based Instant Messaging services.
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MMI-Aspects

A wireless InstantMessaging User Agent will interconnect with presence information of other users. It will enable users to compose, edit, view , send and receive Instant Messages.
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Charging Aspects


The ability to charge for access to, and use of, Instant Messaging is to be considered.
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Security Aspects

Any Instant Messaging solution must provide a secure user authentication procedure in order to gain access to, and use, Instant Messaging. Additionally, connectivity will be  assured to security mechanisms connected to the  presence service.
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Impacts 

	Affects:
	USIM
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others

	Yes
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	No
	     
	
	
	
	

	Don't know
	     X
	   
	      X
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Expected Output and Time scale (to be updated at each plenary) 

	New specifications

	Spec No.
	Title
	Prime rsp. WG
	2ndary rsp. WG(s)
	Presented for information at plenary#
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	22.xxx
	Instant Messaging Stage 1
	S1
	T2, S3
	TSG-SA#13
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affected existing specifications

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments
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Work item raporteurs

??????
12

Work item leadership

??????
13 Supporting Companies: Comverse

?
14

Classification of the WI (if known) 

	
	Feature (go to 14a)

	
	Building Block (go to 14b)

	
	Work Task (go to 14c)


14a
The WI is a Feature: List of building blocks under this feature

(list of Work Items identified as building blocks)

14b
The WI is a Building Block: parent Feature 

(one Work Item identified as a feature)

14c
The WI is a Work Task: parent Building Block

(one Work Item identified as a building block)

