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In the last SA#11 plenary meeting in Palm Spring, a new work item on Prepaid Online Charging has been agreed.

From the WI description a new action item has been derived for SA1 to define the service requirements for prepaid/online charging.

This document contains a brief description of the general principles that should be satisfied in defining new requirements for prepaid online charging in a 3G environment, the aim of the document is to reach an agreement in general terms on the principles before defining the changes in the specification.

A prepaid service allows a subscriber to pay in advance for the use of specific services, the prepaid account will be decreased each time the subscriber uses the services related to that account.

In a multi-service environment as 3G, a subscriber can have different prepaid accounts for different kinds of services (e.g. internet access, m-commerce, infotainment, location based services etc.).

In order to guarantee the use of the prepaid services, the following general requirements are to be fulfilled:

· All the chargeble events related to a specific prepaid account shall be prevented to the user when the prepaid credit of that account is exhausted or expired
· All the ongoing chargeble events related to a specific prepaid account shall be immediately interrupted as soon as the prepaid credit of that account exhausts or expires
To satisfy these general requirements, the following specific requirements has to be fulfilled:

· The Home Environment shall be able to collect and process real time charging informations

· The Home Environment shall be able to request to the Serving Network to interrupt the use of services related to a specific prepaid account

· The Home Environment shall be able to request to the Serving Network to prevent the user from using services related to a specific prepaid account

· The Serving Network shall be able to collect and provide to Home Environment real time charging informations

· The Serving Network shall be able to interrupt the use of services related to a specific prepaid account 

· The Serving Network shall be able to prevent the user from the using of services related to a specific prepaid account

· To guarantee a meaningful multi-prepaid account concept, at least 2 different prepaid accounts should be supported.

