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Re:  
Request for additional information for the introduction of 3 digit MNC in Europe
GSM Europe, in the context of the discussion about the introduction of 3 digit Mobile Network Codes (MNC) in Europe, has been tasked at the workshop on 3digit MNC organised by ETO/ENF last September to investigate the two following scenarios. 

Scenario 1

Mixed 2 and 3 digit MNC following the same Mobile Country Code (MCC)

Scenario 2

Assignment to each country of a new MCC followed by 3 digit MNC.

In regards of scenario 1, the 3GPP specifications (TS 23.003 R99, paragraph 2.2) state that such a mixing is not recommended, but they don’t provide any additional detail on the rationale behind this assertion.

Excerpt from TS 23.003 R99 paragraph 2.2:

“…

ii) Mobile Network Code (MNC) consisting of two or three digits for GSM applications. The MNC identifies the home GSM PLMN of the mobile subscriber. The length of the MNC (two or three digits) depends on the value of the MCC. A mixture of two and three digit MNC codes within a single MCC area is not recommended and is outside the scope of this specification. See 3GPP TS 23.022 [3] for more information.

…“

For what concerns scenario 2 it is GSM Europe impression that this is at the moment handled in the standards as an exception that applies only to North America.

GSM Europe would kindly require 3GPP to 

1. elaborate on the above mentioned statement concerning the implications of having a mixture of 2 and 3 digit MNC behind the same MCC

2. provide a technical analysis under the standards point of view on the implementation of the scenario 2 in particular with regards to interworking with a different MCC in the same country. 

