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1.
Introduction

It was observed that recently some networks started to charge roaming customers for mobile terminating SMS. This is unfair to the user who does not have the possibility of blocking the reception of SMS. 

It is felt beneficial to introduce a service requirement for a new supplementary service aimed to completely block, or filter the incoming SMS while roaming. 

It should be noted that it is common practice to notify the user of a voice message waiting by sending an SMS, as well as sending advice of charge, thus it is desirable to have a mechanism that allows a certain level of flexibility in the barring. 

2.
Proposal

The barring of all incoming SMS while roaming can already be realised by the standard CB service "barring of incoming calls when roaming", e.g. **351*pwd*16# or by tweaking some parameters in the SMSC. While waiting for MMS to become mainstream and replace the SMS, a more flexible solution is needed. Such a solution should enable the user to selectively bar or defer reception of SMS, as well as encompassing the creation of a standardised user interface and the definition of the storage in the network of the necessary information to manage the service. As an example, the service should provide enough flexibility to allow SMS generated by the home network to be delivered (e.g. advice of charge SMS). 

In the meantime we should ensure that MMS provides the appropriate flexible future solution.

