TSG-SA WG 1 (Services) meeting #11
TSG S1 (01) 0061

Capetown, SA 6th to 9th February 2001
Agenda Item: 

	Meeting Number
	SERG #40
	SERG Doc 203/00

	Meeting Date  
	12th – 14th September 2000
	

	Meeting Location  
	Nashville, USA
	


	Title
	LS on Operator Determined Barring – Zonal Barring to 3GPP TSG SA WG1

	Source
	GSM A SERG

	To
	3GPP TSG SA WG1

	Date
	14th September


Document History

	Revision
	Date
	Brief Description

	1
	14th September
	LS ODB


SERG Document 171_00 on Operator Determined Barring (LS on Operator Determined Barring, Source: TSG SA WG1, to:
GSM A Serg GSM Phase 2+ Feature) describes that obviously there exists a discrepancy in the way zones can be defined. This may cause problems with respect to zonal barring. Zones are defined in one of two ways (depending on the document you referr to) as follows:

1. Countries are grouped into zones based on the first digit of their international dialling code. So for instance, the USA with code +1 is in zone 1; the UK with code +44 is in zone 4 and Australia with code +61 is in zone 6. There is one exception to this in that Europe is considered to be one zone even though the codes for the countries within it span the +3 and +4 ranges.

2. The X.121 system is used in which the numbers for countries appear to be based on IMSIs. The zone a country is dependent on the first digit of this ‘IMSI’ number. So, taking the above examples, the USA with codes 310-316 is in zone 3; the UK with codes 234-237 is in zone 2 and Australia with code 505 is in zone 5.

GSM A SERG recommend that zones should be defined based on the international dialling plan (option 1 above).

The reasons for this are as follows:

· Customers understand the International Dialling Plan; they use it frequently. If explained correctly, the concept of zonal barring based upon it, should be straightforward.

· It would appear to be the easier option to implement and maintain (as the network already needs to maintain details of the International Dialling Plan). There will be no need to convert the ‘IMSI’ range of numbers into country codes, which can then be incorporated into the barring definition. (The number the customer dialled is the information that is checked to ensure bars are not being violated.)

3GPP TSG SA WG1 should take action and ensure that the Operator Determined Barring Sepcifications of 3GPP reflect the need to base the barring on the international dialling plan.
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