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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA would like to thank 5G-ACIA for their LS requesting the status of specific use cases and requirements for supporting sidelink for industrial factory applications within 3GPP.

In response to the following action to 3GPP:

5G-ACIA would like to be informed if and how these requirements have been addressed by stages 2 and 3 and if not, whether there are any ongoing or planned activities to address them.

Regarding the requirements to support direct device communication for UEs supporting factory applications that belong to a private network (either standalone NPN or public-network integrated NPN).
· 3GPP SA clarifies that the work in stage 2/3 to date (inclusive of Release 18) on device-to-device communication focuses on commercial, V2X and public safety services. Support of device-to-device communication for deterministic services within private networks has not been addressed so far.

Regarding the requirement to support positioning for a UE that is out of coverage.
· 3GPP SA clarifies that there is ongoing work in Release 18 stage 2 to support positioning for in-coverage, out-of-coverage and partial-coverage as part of the FS_Ranging_SL study which studies 5G architecture enhancements to enable Ranging-based services and sidelink positioning for commercial, V2X and public safety services. 
3GPP work is driven by company contributions, so companies interested in supporting device-to-device communication for industrial applications can propose corresponding study/work items following the 3GPP working procedures and work plan in the related 3GPP TSGs and Working Groups. 

2. Actions:

To 5G Alliance for Connected Industries and Automation (5G-ACIA).

ACTION: 
3GPP SA respectfully asks 5G-ACIA to take into account the feedback above.
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