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1. Overall Description:

TSG-CN2 have discussed the following scenario:

An HPLMN offers an OSS using CAMEL phase 1. The HPLMN supports only CAMEL phase 1. When the subscriber roams to a network that does not support CAMEL, the service cannot be offered. When the subscriber roams to a network that does support CAMEL, the expectation is that the service can be offered to that subscriber. If the visited network supports CAMEL phase 2 only, then the CAMEL phase 1 service can not be offered to the subscriber.

It is not clear from the specifications whether this scenario can occur, as there is no explicit statement indicating that support of CAMEL phase 2 does or does not imply support of CAMEL phase 1.

TSG-CN2 have recognised two possible solutions to this:

1) Mandate in the specifications that an IPLMN or VPLMN supporting CAMEL phase 2 shall support CAMEL phase 1.

2) State clearly in the specifications that support of CAMEL phase 2 does not necessarily imply support of CAMEL phase 1.

The first option may cause more expense to an operator wishing to support CAMEL phase 2, as they would also need to purchase CAMEL phase 1. However the second option would require an operator wishing to offer CAMEL phase 1 services to subscribers when roaming in CAMEL phase 2 only networks to upgrade to CAMEL phase 2.

TSG-CN2 believes that option 1 is the best solution and the appropriate change requests to GSM 02.78 are attached.

TSG-CN2 realises that this problem strays beyond CAMEL phase 2 and we need to consider the solution for CAMEL phase 3 onwards. The same two options apply:

1) Mandate in the specifications that an IPLMN or VPLMN supporting CAMEL phase ‘n’ shall support all CAMEL phases up to and including ‘n’.

2) State clearly in the specifications that support of CAMEL phase ‘n’ does not necessarily imply support of any CAMEL phase lower than ‘n’.

The first option would mean that networks supporting CAMEL would always need to maintain CAMEL phase 1 functionality. However the second option could mean that a network supporting CAMEL could not offer their CAMEL services on another network as they have no common CAMEL phase (one network could support phases 1 and 3, the other supporting phases 2 and 4).

2. Actions:

TSG-CN2 asks TSG-SA1 to endorse the decision that an IPLMN or VPLMN supporting CAMEL phase 2 shall also support CAMEL phase 1, and agree the attached change requests.

TSG-CN2 also asks TSG-SA1 for advice on the long-term solution to this problem.

3. Attachments:
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