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GSM Association SERG had possibility to look through 3GPP T2 document T2-000242 (Messaging Use Cases) by Motorola.

The document describes interesting MMS scenarios. SERG welcomes the new additions for Release 2000 of the MMS but have some concerns about opening up MMS Relay and moving MMS Relay outside Carrier domain.

The main concerns are the following:

· Open access to network operator’s network elements (e.g.) HLR from e.g. public Internet. It is unclear if this kind of interface is needed e.g. for the inquiry of the location of the subscriber

· Is it possible that every MMS capable entity has right to send Multimedia Messages to Carrier domain? Or is it possible that the operator selects the companies which will have an access to its domain?

· Charging issues when messages are pushed to Carrier domain from e.g. Internet. E.g. who will pay the messages – is it the recipient or the operator which network element sends the messages?

· The capacity of the Air-interface when messages are pushed to Carrier domain from e.g. Internet. There is need to control how much traffic is transferred through Air-interface because the Base Station network is one of the most costly part of the mobile networks

The following paragraphs points out other important issues of the MMS need to be considered and clarified by 3GPP T2:

· It is very important that the MMS Relay – MMS Server interface will be standardized in such a way that it will permit interoperable solutions. It will be important that third parties MMS capable servers will be able to communicate with network operators’ MMS Relays. Also existing Servers should be possible to implement to be a part of MMSE. In that case there should be only minor software upgrades in the servers.

· Multimedia Messages (MM) between two MMSE: 

1. GSMA SERG’s view is that if the MSISDN address is used as a recipient’s address the MMs are delivered to recipient’s MMS Relay. It is MMS Relay’s responsible to decide if the message is delivered further to some MMS Server before delivering MM to recipient’s terminal. 

2. If the recipient’s address is E-mail address type of the MM should be delivered to directly to server indicated in the E-mail address. This server might be MMS capable server or normal E-mail server.

3. In both cases the sender does not need to know what kind of server the recipient’s server is.

· In both cases 1. and 2. above there has to be a mechanism that the sender of the MM will be able to receive a notification that the message is delivered to recipient’s MMS Relay or MMS Server. It is highly recommended that there also should be a mechanism that the sender receives the notification that the message is delivered to the recipient’s terminal. GSMA SERG asks 3GPP T2 to study if this would be possible

· GSMA SERG’s view for the MMS is that the important issue to make MMS a successful service is the possibility to send MMs from mobile phone to another mobile phone. The smooth operation requires workable PUSH operation. When the MMS Relay receives the MM from the (MMS) server the MM should be pushed automatically to the recipient’s terminal after taking notice the user profile settings

· It is not user friendly and not capacity and resource friendly if there is need to that terminal is polling the different servers frequently

· Figure 13 in document T2-000242 describes various MMS interconnect schemes. In the end user point of view it will be very difficult to understand if there will be need to retrieve the MMs from several different access points. To avoid this kind of situation the workable Push operation is needed. However the direct push operation from outside to carriers domain concerns GSMA SERG. The reasons are described already in the beginning of this document

