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CN WG1 thanks SA WG1 for the liaison stament S1 (00) 320  (N1-000601) on the usage of terms GSM, UMTS and GERAN. CN WG1 shares the concern of SA WG1 on some of the terminology CN WG1 has been using in R99 specifications under its control.

During the meeting and in an email discussion before the meeting terms 2G mode of operation and 3G mode of operation were suggested as this would be reflected in the A- or Iu-interface. But N1 needs tangible criteria for the mobile station CN protocols to decide whether a certain IE shall be encoded in a message. As EDGE is considered a 3G technology and as it is not always possible for the mobile station to know about the interface beyond the serving radio network the modes of operation are not acceptable from the N1 viewpoint.

The terms GSM and UMTS N1 has been using have not been very orthodox, but in the absence of better definitions they have served the purpose in labeling the applicability of each section of common CN specification based on the radio access technology. The terms are defined in 24.008 as follows:

-
The label (GSM only) indicates this section or paragraph applies only to GSM system. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

-
The label (UMTS only) indicates this section or paragraph applies only to UMTS system. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

-
In GSM,... Indicates this paragraph applies only to GSM System. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

-
In UMTS,... Indicates this paragraph applies only to UMTS System. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

So when defining new terminology to replace these, the serving radio access network aspect needs to be considered, otherwise the editorial change of terminology becomes an essential change of the protocol functionality. As an outcome of the discussion N1 ended up proposing the following terminology:

In GSM,…
-> In GERAN,… 

In UMTS,…
-> In UTRAN,… 

(GSM only)
-> (GERAN only)
(UMTS only)
-> (UTRAN only)

If GERAN is not acceptable R99 term then N1 would like to know would be the name of GSM radio network for R99 and onwards?

In order to avoid waste of time CN WG1 intends to correct the terminology throughout the specifications under its control as soon as these or any other feasible terms can be confirmed by the other groups.










