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Response to request for information on Virtual Home Environment (VHE) work on fixed network access

EP UMTS thanks 3GPP SA1 for providing information on the progress on R99 VHE stage 1 and that you are now looking towards R00 VHE. 

ETSI SPAN6 has prepared deliverables on architectures for evolved fixed networks (SPAN‑061309) and the support of VHE. In particular, work has been completed on a range of UMTS wired and wireless access for public and private access networks. 

ETSI Work Item NA‑061309 addresses “Strategies for the evolution of fixed networks to UMTS”. The main result is that the original concept of evolution of an ISDN based fixed network to support UMTS will not be progressed any further in the SPAN6 UMTS Task Force. The scenario, which is now envisaged, is to use a high-speed access technology such as xDSL to provide an “always on” high bandwidth access to a packet based (i.e. IP) core network. Mobility may be provided by new IP based functionality, which should support not only IP but also satisfy QoS, charging and mobility functions.

ETSI Work Item SPAN‑061305 addresses the “Virtual Home Environment support in an ISDN evolved UMTS core network”. The deliverable contains some requirements for the support of VHE in an evolved ISDN core network. Some generic VHE service components are listed and how these map onto VHE architectures is described. Some information flows have been presented based on the direct Home Command scenario in ITU-T IMT‑2000 since this approach is aiming at Global VHE.
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