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Liaison Statement Collaboration for open interfaces

3 GPP TSG SA WG2 is currently specifying the Open Service Architecture (OSA), open interfaces towards UMTS networks, as part of the Virtual Home Environment (VHE). It has come to our attention that SPAN 3 & 6 are also looking into providing open interfaces. It is realised that there is a potential to align the interfaces being specified in 3GPP and SPAN, allowing applications to be designed independent of the underlying network. We would like to invite SPAN 3 & 6 to collaborate on the definition of the open interfaces in order to ensure the specification of consistent open interfaces (which might not be exactly same).

 The current assumption is that specifications for VHE and OSA will be delivered as part of  3GPP Release 99 and the working plans are focussed on that. The following 

· VHE/OSA stage 1 specification TS 22.121 v3.2.0 is considered stable.

· VHE/OSA stage 2 specification TS 23.127 v1.0.0 is a work in  progress with a number of open issues identified, but considered stable enough to continue work.

· OSA stage 3 specification has to be started and a work plan to ensure inclusion in R’99 will be discussed in the first meeting, 3-4 November 1999 in a newly established 3GPP TSG CN OSA ad-hoc group.

We would like to ask the SPAN 3 & 6 to review the attached stage 2 specification and provide information and plans about the work currently being performed in SPAN working groups with regards to open interfaces. 

We would like to ask TSG CN OSA ad-hoc to consider collaboration with SPAN working groups with regards to the IDL specifications.

