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In the TSG S1#4 meeting and following e-mail correspondences, there were discussions regarding usage of SIM and USIM.  NTT DoCoMo would like to reconfirm the basic requirements of usage of SIM and USIM in case of roaming between 3G and 2G.

(1) From 2G to 3G roaming case

“UICC usage in 2G terminal” in CR proposed by T-Mobil on 07.Sep.99 states that

“It shall be possible to use the UICC in 2G terminals to provide access to GSM networks. In order to achieve that option, it shall be possible to store a module containing 2G access functionalities on the UICC which shall be accessed via the standard GSM SIM-terminal interface”
NTT DoCoMo fully recognises the desire to have a fully developed and standardised solution to use the UICC in 2G network and therefore supports above statements.  However, NTT DoCoMo would like to clarify that the implementation of this functionality (provide access to GSM network) to UICC should be purely optional.  NTT DoCoMo feels this might cause serious limitations upon the development of an UICC with USIM only, if the above is made mandatory.  NTT DoCoMo believes that the presence of an option will allow operators to provide the widest variety of specified services at the lowest cost.

(2) From 3G to 2G roaming case

Tdoc TSG S#3 (99) 208 states that 

“1) support access to UMTS access networks while using cards equipped with either the GSM SIM, the UMTS SIM functionality or both and

2) allow a serving UMTS operator the option to block access to the UMTS access network when a card equipped only with a GSM SIM is used.”
In the above statement, UMTS access network support of UMTS terminal with GSM SIM only is clearly stated as operators’ option, but there is no clear statement regarding UMTS terminal support of GSM SIM.  NTT DoCoMo would like to clarify that the implementation of this functionality (support of GSM SIM) to UMTS terminal should be purely optional.  NTT DoCoMo feels that there might be some limitations upon the development of UMTS terminals with USIM support only, if it is made mandatory.
Therefore, NTT DoCoMo supports both T-mobil’s CR proposed on 07.Sep.99 and Tdoc TSG S#3 (99) 208, if those support the above options.
