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Introduction

The specifications currently being produced by SA 1 and due for completion in December provide service requirements for the initial release of 3GPP specifications for UMTS which is referred to as "Release 99". 

Specifications are also being produced for the evolution of GSM, in some cases jointly with those for UMTS.  These are also referred to as "Release 99".  Additionally enhancements to GSM are also being progressed and referred to as "GSM Phase 2+".

The SA1 specifications contain numerous references to  "Release 99" and, in some cases, it is not clear whether it is GSM or UMTS that is being referenced.  There are also references to GSM Phase 2+ which, in the context of 3GPP, are misleading.

Draft specification GSM 01.01 lists the specifications of GSM Release 99. Draft specification 3G TS 21.101 lists the specifications of 3G Release 99. Consideration should be given to the use of the phase “Release 99” in the specifications and there should be a reference to 3G TS 21.101 to aid clarity to understanding.  Examples of possible misunderstandings are given below:

3G TS 22.100
3G TS 22.100 states that is the starting point of the set of specifications that define the UMTS Service Requirements for UMTS Phase 1 Release 99. Here it indicates that the UMTS Service requirements for Release 99 are defined in the list of normative specifications.    This lists mainly 3GPP specifications but 2 GSM specifications.  Are these 2 GSM specifications stilling GSM only?

Clause 4 referees to release 99 – does this mean release 99 GSM or UMTS?  

Clause 6 states UMTS phase 1 shall support GSM phase 2+ Release '99 data bearer services: Is this GSM release 99?

Clause 9 talks about of GPRS phase 2+ release 99 – Is this GSM release 99

3G TS 22.100
3G TS 22.121 states “The implementation of VHE in UMTS release 99 shall support both GSM phase 2+ release 99 teleservices, bearer services and supplementary services as applied in 3G TS 22.100 and new services built by service capability features.  Later UMTS developments will provide support for a wider range of services in later releases. “   Again the question is which release 99.

3G TS 22.100

3G TS 22.100 indicates “: The standard shall support GSM Release '99 supplementary services. The control of such supplementary services shall be the same as for GSM, from the user's perspective.”   Can it be assumed that these are all those listed in Draft specification GSM 01.01?   It would be useful to reference GSM01.01.   It would also be useful to check in the case of supplementary services if GSM Release 99 is the same as 3G Release 99.  If not the same the reference may need to be to 3G TS 21.101.

Conclusion

The specifications are not as clear as they could be. Clarification in the specifications is requested. . 

Suggest that it is made clear that Release 99 in all cases means UMTS release 99 and there should be a reference out to a definitive list.

