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GPRS is a key enabler for the data market, and in the first instance it will attract business users who are likely to roam to foreign networks. Corporate clients therefore see it as vital that they have some sort of control over the usage of GPRS overseas, especially where higher charges may be incurred due to international traffic. The most obvious case being when a subscriber roaming in Country B requests to set up a PDP context to an APN in Country A (the home country). This may attract a higher charge than accessing a similar service from an access point in Country B. Therefore, the concept of barring needs to be extended from GSM to GPRS.
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10.4
Interworking for subscriber roaming

Interworking between different GPRS PLMNs is required in order to support subscriber roaming.

It shall be possible for the VPLMN to provide access to the external data network when the external non-GSM data network address is dynamically assigned by the VPLMN.

11 GPRS Barring

GPRS subscribers can request packet oriented services from access points within the HPLMN, or from access points within another GPRS enabled PLMN. Similarly, when roaming, a subscriber may request to be connected to an access point within the HPLMN which requires all of the packets to be sent over an international link, which may attract a higher charge from Service Providers. Therefore, similarly to circuit switched GSM, barring capability is required.
11.1
Barring Scenarios
It shall be possible to bar subscribers completely from the GPRS Service.

It shall be possible to bar a subscriber from GPRS access points that are outside the HPLMN whilst the subscriber is in the HPLMN.

It shall be possible to bar a subscriber from GPRS access points that are within the HPLMN whilst the subscriber is roaming in a VPLMN.

It shall be possible to bar a subscriber from GPRS access points that are within the roamed to VPLMN.

Whilst roaming in a VPLMN, it shall be possible to bar a subscriber from GPRS access points that are neither in the HPLMN nor the roamed to VPLMN.
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