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ETSI/SMG has worked for some years to provide a coherent approach to specifying the third generation of mobile telecoms, aiming to provide an evolution from GSM while also offering new functionality to meet the demands of a fast moving market place. This must support new as well as existing operators, and a range of commercial environments, not just traditional cellular. The proposed UMTS standard has potential for long term developments, not all of which can be realised in Release 99, so a flexible approach is needed. Requirements already identified that cannot be supported immediately must be stated now, so that the architecture can, as far as possible, be designed to accept later additions.


SMG1 has been responsible within ETSI/SMG for preparing service requirements and specifications for UMTS. It should be noted that as far as practical, a service creation philosophy has been adopted, to provide a flexible capability as required in a modern competitive market place. This contrasts with earlier approaches, which specified exactly the services to be provided. 


UMTS 30.00 contains the detailed work program for UMTS and is regularly updated to reflect progress. It also lists the individual work item descriptions, so is a rather large document. The work program for services is contained in paragraph 4.2 and is reproduced below. It will be noted that there are a number of specifications which state firm requirements and also some reports which give the background to the thinking and planning for UMTS, but do not contain normative requirements.


TS 22.00 is an overview document, in particular summarising what is required to be included in Release 99, whereas the later specifications do contain a few items which are for later introduction. An earlier version of this specification was seen by SMG plenary and it has since been updated by SMG1 and is submitted to the next plenary meeting (SMG#28, 8-12 February 1999) for approval.


TS 22.01 describes the service principles which are then elaborated in the remaining documents, especially TS 22.05 which defines services and service capabilities. Both these documents have been approved by SMG but the versions presented at this meeting do incorporate some changes to reflect the latest thinking in these areas. These changes have been agreed by SMG1 and are submitted to SMG#28 for approval.


TS 22.15 covers the service aspects of charging and billing. In GSM, much of this responsibility was with the operators of the GSM MoU Association, but it is felt that in UMTS, open standards will be needed. This specification has now been completed by SMG1 and is submitted to SMG#28 for approval.


New work on Handover (TS.XX) and Virtual Home Environment (TS.YY) is well advanced and is agreed by SMG1 to be presented to SMG#28 for information.  These would be expected to be finalised in one more round of meetings.


It is considered that the above listed specifications should prove sufficient to specify the service requirements for a complete third generation system to meet the market aspirations for Release 99, without being so ambitious as to jeopardise the timescales for introduction. They have a pragmatic balance between service definition and the flexibility of service creation and aim to provide a path forward for future enhancements.


TSG SA WG-1 is invited to consider these documents alongside inputs from other member organisations with a view to deciding on a firm decisive approach for services. It is important to reach an early decision in order not to delay progress in the rest of 3GPP, where timescales for Release 99 are extremely short.
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4.2	UMTS services, responsibility of Project GSM  UMTS


Roger Tarazi is responsible within PT SMG for these documents.
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