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1 
Introduction
This paper discusses the information that is stored along with the CRs in 3GPP backend servers and exposed via 3GPP interfaces. The paper considers how to improve the efficiency of development effort needed to maintain standards compliant products that have strong coupling with incremental changes of 3GPP specifications.
2
Discussion
Taking SA2#145e as an example there are around 429 tdocs agreed/approved out of 1504 tdocs treated during the meeting. Similarly, in CT1#130e there are around 399 tdocs agreed/approved out of 1169 tdocs treated during the meeting.

Observation-1: Each 3GPP meeting processes a large quantity of tdocs.
In our understanding, organizations have development teams divided based on the expertise, for example, some teams are organized as UE teams, others as core network teams, RAN teams, etc. These teams need to understand incremental changes in the specifications that are related to their area of interest for e.g. UE teams, will be interested to understand the changes/impacts in the specifications, which have impacts to UEs, and they are not bothered about the impacts, which are deep inside the core network etc.
Observation-2: Organizations have different teams; each team is interested only in the CRs in their focus area and not all the tdocs handled during the meeting.
Today, to identify the CRs having for e.g. UE impacts it is required to review all the contributions of the meeting this may not be very efficient way from development team’s perspective. Fortunately, today every CR includes the below information.
	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	X
	Radio Access Network
	X
	Core Network
	X


Observation 3: Each CR includes information, agreed during the meeting, indicating the impacted aspects of the 3GPP system due to that CR.
Unfortunately, this information is not included in the 3GPP backend servers’ CR database, nor is it exposed in any way to 3GPP member companies. Hence, there is no filtering criteria available that can select the CRs of relevance, e.g. to select only CRs which have UE impacts, etc.
Observation 4: Important information of change affects on specific aspects of the 3GPP system is lost when the CR information is stored in the 3GPP backend servers.
Observation: 5 There is no filtering criteria available in 3GPP portal and website that can filter the CRs based on impacted nodes for e.g. CRs having impacts to UEs or only to RAN nodes, etc. As a result, it is necessary to process all the agreed/approved CRs of every meeting in order to select CRs of interest.
3
Conclusion
Based on the above observations, we propose that the ‘change affects’ tic box information, when agreed, is also captured in the CR database (in 3GPP backend servers). Further, we propose that a filtering capability based on ‘change affects’ criteria is provided to 3GPP portal users. This will make it possible to select CRs based on filter criteria specifying impacted nodes of 3GPP system. This will ease ongoing development efforts in diverse products that track changes in specific specifications.
4
Proposal
It is proposed to discuss the observations and the conclusion of this paper. If the proposal is agreeable we kindly request SA plenary to endorse the proposal and request MCC to take this forward. An alternative would be to recommend to PCG to pursue this proposal.[image: image1.png]
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