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1. Introduction
3GPP SA2 is discussing the support for emergency services over SNPN in the eNPN WI [1] . In the last SA1 and SA2 meetings and in the context of attempting to answer the incoming LS from RAN2 [2], SA2 could not agree how to answer this question: “Question 4: Is the support of eCall over IMS assumed to be enabled in SNPN cells?”. This discussion paper is providing some “history” on the support of eCall over IMS over SNPN in different RATs and systems and proposes a way forward. 
2. Background
The functionality for eCall over IMS is based on rel.14 service requirements and was introduced in 3GPP specs for LTE/EPS in the same release (e.g. TS 23.401, TS 23.167 for SA2). 
In rel.15 SA2 extended the support for E-UTRA connected to 5GC in TS 23.501 and TS 23.167. 
In rel.16 SA#87 sent LS SP-200287 [3], which asked SA2, SA5, RAN2, CT1, RAN5 to identify specification changes needed to support eCall in IMS over NR (with 5G Core) and to prepare the required CRs. All changes were completed for NR/5GC also in rel.16. 
 At that same meeting (SA#87) received LS SP-200277 [4] from 5GAA to SA that states:
“5GAA has discussed the topic in its WG4 #12 meeting and car OEMs indicated that early support of eCall over IMS over NR in the 3GPP specifications is needed. Due to possible different 5G network deployment scenarios and the long lifetime of cars, it is necessary to support NG eCall in all deployment scenarios. Therefore, 5GAA encourages 3GPP SA to conclude to remove the restriction that prevents support for eCall over IMS over NR in Rel-16”.
In rel.16 there is no support for emergency services over SNPN in general. Service requirements for emergency support over SNPN are introduced in rel.17. As mentioned above SA2 and other downstream WGs are executing the technical work to introduce support for emergency services over SNPN in rel.17 (in SA2 as part of eNPN WID [2]).
3. Proposal
Given what is stated in [4] and the overall background of the eCall over IMS feature, we see no reason for 3GPP specifications to restrict the support for eCall over IMS over SNPN. Instead 3GPP should introduce the necessary signalling procedures for rel.17 UEs and networks. Whether regulatory requirements will require the support for eCall over IMS from SNPNs (or any other types of emergency services) will always rely on regional regulations. 
It is therefore proposed TSG SA to task SA2, CT1, and RAN2 to execute the necessary changes for the support of eCall over IMS over SNPN in rel.17 for the technical specifications under their control. A draft LS is submitted in SP-21abcd. 
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