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1
Introduction

This summary reports on the work item on “Removal of H.263 and MPEG-4 Visual from 3GPP Services” [1]. The Technical Report is available in TR 26.928 [2].
2
Description

H.263 was a state-of-the art codec in the last millennium and made mobile video possible and an actual reality. Many 3GPP specs adopted H.263 and H.263 was the format of choice for the first mobile video deployments. For a brief history, please check https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H.263. However, more than 20 years later, this format has finally done its duty and 3GPP should feel good about sending this codec to retirement as part of their Rel-16 specs.

In 2012 (Rel-11), 3GPP already addressed to change the status of H.263 and MPEG-4 Video in several specifications, but did not fully remove the technology for all services.

Some leftover H.263 related statements remain, and TS 26.140 still recommends the use of H.263.

The same issue applies to MPEG-4 Visual which does not have any status in any spec, but many leftovers still.

Why is it relevant to retire older codecs? Supporting codecs on hardware is a significant amount effort and cost, including area size, design and testing. Even if the codec is supported in SW only (which may well be ok for H.263), it still requires a significant amount of unnecessary and costly testing efforts. Supporting such codecs on newly shipping 5G device will just reduce space for new codecs and technologies to be potentially added. One important reason is, that despite on Android there is SW codec for these formats, there are more and more devices such as watches which do not use Android and hence would require custom H.263 integration. 

Similar issues apply for MPEG-4 Visual.

Based on this, the work item completed the following tasks:

· removed any normative (shall, should, may) statements related to H.263 from Rel-16 service specifications and related unnecessary or confusing statements from TS 26.114, TS 26.140, TS 26.234 and TS 26.346.

· removed any normative (shall, should, may) statements related to MPEG-4 Visual, if applicable, from Rel-16 service specifications and related unnecessary or confusing statements from TS 26.114, TS 26.234 and TS 26.244.
· Searched and identified other 3GPP service specifications (under SA4 control and outside SA4) that reference H.263 or MPEG-4 Visual and identified that no additional specifications need to be modified as H.263 and MPEG-4 Visual are either part of informative statements or the specifications are no longer relevant.

· Checked external specifications that may reference modified 3GPP specifications for possibly critical issues and did not identify any issues. Hence, no communication with external organizations was initiated.
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