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Abstract of the contribution: Proposal that June TSG SA#96 defines a process for Rel-19 content planning, and at the same time reviews Rel-19 items from SA1.
Discussion

For the last couple of Releases, content planning discussions in TSG SA have been mainly driven by the need for SA2 prioritization. This prioritization process has led to difficult discussions and hard down-scoping of the candidate items.
The SA2 prioritization exercise for a release happens close to when SA2 is about to start the work and when SA1 has completed work for the corresponding release.

SA2 agenda for Rel-18 is already full, with 27 studies and 1 work item. It should be noted that many of the SA2 items will lead to work in other SA working groups (e.g., SA3 for security aspects, SA5 for management and charging aspects). Obviously many SA2 items will have related work in CT working groups. Just looking at SA2 TU budget for SA2 prioritization does not seem enough.

While TSG SA was mainly focusing on defining the Release content of SA2, not much discussion took place in TSG SA on the Release contents for other SA working groups. This, however, may have a significant impact on deciding how much workload is affordable in a 3GPP release and in turn influence how much SA2 work could be admitted to a release.
Issue is also identified with the interactions between work done in RAN working groups and work done in e.g., SA2, with SA2 needing feedback from RAN working groups when these groups have possibly not much progressed related work in the same release. Similarly, alignment work with RAN is coming to SA2 well after stage 2 freeze point. 

The above observations, in our view, provide good justification to revisit the release content planning process in SA, starting from Rel-19, in the following way:

· Taking all SA working groups into account, and, starting from SA1.

· Taking overall workload in CT working groups into account.

· Planning for the need of alignment with RAN.

Initial Rel-19 proposals agreed by SA1 are coming for approval to SA#95. With the new "Content definition calendar" system defined by SA1 for Rel-19, it is expected that more proposals from SA1 will come for approval in June SA#96. By SA#96, almost all Rel-19 items from SA1 will be known and SA#96 is the perfect moment to discuss and define the Rel-19 content planning process while at the same time review the Rel-19 contents SA1 will have agreed upon.
Proposal

It is proposed that June TSG SA#96 discusses and defines the process for Rel-19 contents planning, and at the same time reviews the Rel-19 items coming from SA1.
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