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1. Overall Description:

Based on a request from RAN WG4, TSG RAN discussed RAN responsible 25-series and 34-series specifications upgrading and achieved the following agreements: 

25 series specifications:

- Do not upgrade any 25-series specifications to Rel-17.

Note: All 25-series specifications which are currently under CR control are led by TSG RAN, RAN WG3 or RAN WG4.

34 series specifications:

- Do not upgrade RAN WG4 specifications TS 34.124, TS 34.926 to Rel-17.

- Do not upgrade RAN WG2 specification TS 34.109 to Rel-17.

Note 1: For RAN WG5 responsible 34-series specifications, the decision to upgrade administratively is made by RAN5 independent of the release schedule, e.g., following the guidelines in PRD18, so 34 series specifications under RAN5 control may still be upgraded to REL-17.

Note 2: There is only one remaining 34-series specification under CR control which is not led by TSG RAN or RAN WGs which is TS 34.131 led by CT WG6, latest version 16.0.0. So the handling of this TS is up to CT6.

Consequences:

Not upgrading the corresponding specifications above from Rel-16 to Rel-17 has the following consequences:

a) No CRs will be possible to Rel-17 for these specifications (as these specifications will not exist).
Therefore RP-220311, RP-220312 and RP-220240 CRs for 25-series specifications on inclusive language are not approved.

b) But essential corrections/CRs to existing Rel-8 to Rel-16 specifications are still possible if there is a need for any in the future.

c) The specifications will also not be upgraded to releases higher than Rel-17 which also means no further WIs will be possible modifying these specifications of Rel-17 and above.

d) References to these not upgraded specifications in other TSs and TRs in all 3GPP groups need to be checked and if necessary, changed via a CR by adding the following note wherever the referenced specification appears in the reference list, like below:
[X] 3GPP TR 25.XYZ: “Specification Title” This specification is no longer maintained in the current release. Refer to the highest version in Rel-16.
TSG SA may wish to consider whether alternative and possibly more future proof solutions to the referencing issues are preferred, e.g., updating the text in the References sections of all TSs and TRs to say: 

For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document or the latest version in the latest avaliable Release if no version exists in this Release.

e) TSG RAN would like to kindly ask TSG SA to further check on the potential impact on TR 21.900, if any.
2. Actions:

To TSG SA

ACTION: 
TSG RAN respectfully asks TSG SA and TSG CT to consider TSG RAN’s request to not upgrade the 25 series and some 34 series specifications to Release 17, and decide the unified solution to update corresponding references section for the TSG#96 meetings.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:
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