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[bookmark: _Hlk89799778]Abstract: This contribution raises some consideration and observations related to recent controversial discussions, involving SA1 and SA6, on the definition of application-enablement requirements, and aims at clarifying WGs’ role and responsibility in this area. ToRs of respective WGs are captured in Annex, for reference.

[bookmark: _Toc355779204][bookmark: _Toc354586742][bookmark: _Toc354590101]1 Observations
During recent Rel-18 and Rel-19 discussions, within SA6 and SA1, it has appeared that there is some unclarity and controversy on the matter of application-enabler requirements, particularly whether SA1 or SA6 should be responsible for their definition.
For example (without pointing to specific WID/SIDs), some proposals brought up in SA6 received push back due to lack of SA1 requirements specific to application-layer enablement, while some proposals made in SA1, including application-layer aspects, were questioned based the fact the SA6 maybe a better group to handle those aspects.
From the current ToR of the two WGs (see Annex), it is observed indeed that this specific area of responsibility may not be crystal clear. 
Our understanding is that SA1 should be the WG responsible for the overall “stage-1” requirements, including also app-layer enablement requirements, while SA6 should develop stage-2 “application layer architecture specifications for 3GPP verticals, including architecture requirements, functional architecture, procedures, information flows” etc., based on SA1 requirements.

2 Proposal
Based on the observations above, the following proposals are made, for SA discussion and decision:
Proposal 1: SA should discuss and clarify WGs responsibility split specific to the definition of application-enablement requirements.
Proposal 2: SA should discuss potential changes to current WG ToRs, if/as needed, to reflect the clarified responsibility split.

Annex – WG ToRs 
Main extracts from SA1 and SA6 ToRs are captured below, with few highlights (in italic/underlined), relevant to the discussion above.

SA1 ToR (from SP-210268)
Overview
Within the 3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (TSG SA), the main objective of 3GPP TSG SA WG1 (SA1) is to consider and study new and enhanced services, features, and capabilities and identify any corresponding stage 1 requirements to be met by 3GPP specifications. These service requirements are documented in normative specifications under SA1 responsibility. 
In addition, SA1 considers the requirements for different services and their interworking as the system continues to evolve. Interworking aspects include both the interworking of services offered by 3GPP standards and the interworking with networks and standards external to 3GPP. SA WG1 also considers service operation, charging and accounting aspects.
3GPP Organizational Partners’ individual members who are stakeholders in market sectors (also termed ‘vertical markets’) participate in the work of SA1 to investigate opportunities for their market through use of 3GPP services. SA1 identifies specific requirements on the 3GPP System to support these vertical markets’ justified objectives.
SA1 is currently responsible for service requirements for the 5G System, with emphasis on the following: diverse new and evolved 5G services and their enablers including support for new 5G access related services, mission critical service aspects, regulatory aspects, and support for vertical markets
Scope of Responsibilities
The 3GPP TSG SA WG1 is responsible for:
· Specification of features (stage1). 
· Specification of services (stage 1). 
· Specification of service capabilities (stage 1). 
· Identification of requirements to support service operation. 
· Identification of requirements for service interworking. 
· Identification of requirements for service interoperability between networks. 
· Identification of requirements for charging services and accounting.
SA WG1 is responsible for service and feature requirements applicable to mobile and fixed communications technology for:
· 3GPP communication technologies independent of access technologies,
· 3GPP communication access technologies, 
· an evolved industry-wide IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS) developed in an access independent manner,
· services and service enablers for 3GPP telecom and other ‘vertical’ industries that use 3GPP technologies,
· converged fixed-mobile communication technologies, when the involved mobile technologies are those identified above.
…
SA6 ToR (from SP-210265)
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk89800664]Within the 3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (SA), the 3GPP TSG SA WG6 (SA6) is the application enablement and critical communication applications group for vertical markets. The main objective of SA6 is to provide application layer architecture specifications for 3GPP verticals, including architecture requirements, functional architecture, procedures, information flows, interworking with non-3GPP application layer solutions, and deployment models as appropriate.
SA6 is currently responsible for application layer specifications, with emphasis on the following:
· Critical communication applications (e.g. Mission Critical services for public safety, railways)
· Service frameworks (e.g. Common API Framework, Service Enabler Architecture Layer, Edge Application enablement, Messaging enablement)
· Enablers for vertical applications (e.g. automotive, drones, smart factories)
Scope of Responsibilities
Within the 3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (SA), the 3GPP TSG SA WG6 (SA6) is the application enablement and critical communication applications group for vertical markets. The 3GPP TSG SA WG6 is responsible for: 
1) Definition, evolution and maintenance of Stage 2 technical specifications for application layer functional elements and interfaces supporting critical communication applications and other vertical market applications (at the application layer), including:
· Relevant application architectural aspects (including both network and terminal aspects)
· Definition of reference points and/or service-based interfaces for interactions between application functional elements
· Allocation of application functions to particular subsystems and elements
· Generation of information flows between reference points within scope
· Identification of application layer protocols and/or APIs
· Necessary support for enabling interworking with non-3GPP applications
· Identifying and providing application layer functional requirements to other 3GPP WGs, according to their expertise, where additional functionality needs to be specified that impacts existing architecture, reference points, interfaces, protocols or transport bearer capabilities provided by the 3GPP system (e.g. IMS, EPS/5GS, ProSe, eMBMS/MBS, SCEF/NEF).
2)	The application layer aspects in 1), with emphasis on the following:
· Applications related to critical communications (e.g. Mission Critical services) and related verticals (e.g. public safety, railways)
· Other applications and application enablement to support vertical markets (e.g. automotive, drones, smart factories)
· Northbound and device Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for the above applications
· Service frameworks (e.g. Common API Framework, Service Enabler Architecture Layer, Edge application enablement, Messaging enablement)
…
SA6 considers Stage 1 (SA1) service requirements and Stage 2 technical specifications of 3GPP system architecture (SA2) as input for its work. The output of SA6 is used as input by the Stage 3 (CT) working groups in charge of protocol specifications, or by the working groups in charge for specific domains (e.g. Security (SA3), Codecs (SA4), Management (SA5)).



3GPP
