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1. Introduction
In the recent times, there has been an increased attention in SA1 work, as important entry gate for 3GPP companies and verticals to introduce new use cases and requirements for the 3GPP system and technologies.
This paper provides some considerations on the status and expectations of Rel-18 Stage-1 ongoing and upcoming activity in SA1, together with some planning suggestions for SA discussion.

2. Discussion
The first Rel-18 SA1 studies were approved in September 2019 (by TSG#85) and started in SA1 last quarter. These are: Study on sharing administrative configuration between interconnected MCX Service systems, Study on evolution of IMS multimedia telephony service, Study on Supporting of Railway Smart Station Services. Target dates are set to June/Sept/Dec. 2020, respectively.
In November 2019, SA1#88 agreed two new Rel-18 studies: Study on Services with Extra-territorial 5G Systems, Study on traffic characteristics and performance requirements for AI/ML model transfer in 5GS. Target dates are September 2020 and March 2021, respectively.
After the achieved SA1 conclusion and completion of the Rel-17 stage-1 work in the last quarter, it is expected that a set of new Rel-18 proposals will be brought to SA1 going forward, starting from next SA1#89 meeting in February 2020.
With that background and expectation, it would be good for SA to consider planning some discussion on the Rel-18 status and possibly collect company inputs on “high level” focus areas for SA1 in rel.18, at the next SA plenary SA#87 (March 2020). The modality and structure of the discussion can be up to the SA & SA1 chair to arrange.
Such SA-level checkpoint could include an update on Rel-18 Stage-1 status and timelines, company views on focus areas / priorities, and other planning aspects (e.g. improving transition/gap toward stage-2/3 work). 
It could also be beneficial to involve and/or coordinate with relevant verticals and organizations, within and/or outside 3GPP, to seek their feedback and inputs, as well as plans for future collaboration and contribution into 3GPP activities.

3. Conclusion
It is proposed:
SA#86 to agree on planning, for the next SA plenary (March 2020), some discussion on the Rel-18 status/schedule and “high level” SA1 focus areas. 
