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1. About the NGMN Alliance

The NGMN Alliance is an industry organization of leading world-wide Telecom Operators, Vendors and Research Institutes (see www.ngmn.org) and was founded by international network operators in 2006. Its objective is to ensure that the functionality and performance of next generation mobile network infrastructure, service platforms and devices will meet the requirements of operators and, ultimately, will satisfy end user demand and expectations. The NGMN Alliance will drive and guide the development of all future mobile broadband technology enhancements with a focus on 5G. The targets of these activities are supported by the strong and well-established partnership of worldwide leading operators, vendors, universities, and successful co-operations with other industry organisations.

2. NGMN 5G Trial and Testing Initiative with the Proof of Concept (PoC) phase

In June 2016, NGMN Board approved a Project devoted to 5G Trial & Testing. The mission of the Trial and Test Initiative can be summarized as below:  
· Enable global collaboration of testing activities to support an efficient, successful, and in-time 5G technology and service introduction
· Consolidate contributions and report on industry progress in order to ensure the development of globally aligned 5G technology and service solutions
· Identify, test, and promote new business opportunities and use-cases with industry stakeholders (e.g. from vertical industries).

The Proof of Concept phase is a part of the 5G Trial and Testing Initiative. It aimed at demonstrating that basic 5G functionality and performance are achievable with prototypes involving proprietary pre-standard equipment. The PoC experiments were performed both in lab and also in small- to medium-scale outdoor environments within 2018.

The testing has been performed on network solutions embedding, totally or partially, 5G features compliant with the SI of 5G Phase 1 (3GPP Rel-14). It is split in two test groups: (1) Functional & Architectural Proof Points and (2) Performance measurements. Overall, 11 test cases have been achieved, thanks to the efforts of a number of leading operators, vendors and research institutions. 

Most of the performance KPI results are meeting with the PoC success criteria. 
On the Functional and Architectural side:
· CU/DU split: the 5G TTI team highlighted the need for implementation of open F1 interface and functional split agreement.
· CP/UP split: the tested configuration has: (1) driven the 3GPP standardization discussions and been widely embraced and favoured by the operator community; (2) contributed to the heated discussion on open and multi-vendor E1 interface as well as to the RRM implementations in O-RAN. 

3. Intention of the LS and required actions

NGMN is pleased to inform that the final NGMN 5G TTI PoC report has been released and is available on the NGMN website at: https://www.ngmn.org/fileadmin/ngmn/content/downloads/Technical/2019/190429_NGMN_5G_TTI_PoC_conclusions_v1.pdf

NGMN encourages the recipient of this liaison statement to promote this NGMN 5G PoC report among its member companies and to provide comments and feedback on the document.



NGMN Liaison Statement on the 5G Proof of Concept 
image1.png
g the ennln. of broadband.

wirelgss innovation




