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1
Introduction

This summary reports on the normative specification progress accomplished during the course of the CAPIF4xMB work item [1]. The xMB specification in TS.26.348 [2] was newly created and contains the reference point specification for the external interface towards content providers or other 3GPP defined API invokers. 
2
Description
3GPP SA4 aligned the xMB reference point to the Common API Framework (CAPIF) within the CAPIF4xMB work item targeting Release 16. The xMB reference point exists between Content Providers (as API invoker) and the BM-SC. An API invoker can be a 3rd party provider or other 3GPP defined services.
xMB offers a simple interface to control the MBMS delivery procedure and to ingest the data to be delivered via MBMS. The MBMS usage complexity, e.g. handling of packet losses, etc is handled by the BM-SC.

xMB offers control procedures for different session types, namely generic file delivery, application (timed file streaming like DASH over MBMS), streaming and transport-only (access to a plain IP multicast transport). The xMB reference point offers an extended set of control features for MC Services.
As part of the CAPIF4xMB work item, the xMB Stage 2 architecture and procedures are moved from TS 26.346 to a new TS 26.348, containing the xMB Stage 2 and necessary extensions for CAPIF. The new TS also contains more elaborative guidelines around the usage of the different xMB API features.
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