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1
Discussion
At SA#80 the work for SA2 was prioritized to ensure sufficient time could be allocated to essential maintenance for the 5G system (in Release 15) and that stage 3 alignment could be addressed.  The remainder of SA2’s available time was to be focused on a shortened list of “priority” study items for Release 16, the majority of the items on this list were study items with corresponding impacts to RAN groups and studies or impacts to other organizations – the remainder of the SA2 study items were paused.  One of these paused study items was FS_eIMS5G, a study investigating enhancements to IMS architecture to better incorporate the capabilities introduced by 5GC (specifically; 5GC slicing, local routing, and service-based interfaces).  
At SA#81, an updated SID (Tdoc SP-180736) for FS_eIMS5G was presented (and approved) with a revised timeline (TR sent to SA for information at SA#83 and for approval at SA#84). In proposing this timeline, it was assumed that the study resumes at SA2#130 in Januarry 2019.    

Prior to the pause this study had progressed to approximately 40% completion and would require approximately six months of further work (as outlined in the SID update) to reach completion.  While the pasue has resulted in insufficient time to complete all study objectives and undertake all resulting normative work in Release 16, it is possible to complete the study objectives by June 2019 if the study is resumed in January; this would allow any resulting normative work to commence early in Release 17.
Based on progress at SA2 #130 and #131 it is possible that partial conclusions for the study may be reached and that some normative work may be possible in Release 16 if the rest of the study is paused – however this is dependent on contributions and agreement.  If suitable agreement and conclusion is reached at SA2 this may be brought for further discussion at SA #83.
It is important that this study is resumed so that 3GPP can avoid complex interworking systems where 5GC still requires legacy interfaces to the IMS, and where IMS cannot effectively leverage the 5GC capabilities. Such interworking limits 5GC development, restricts scalability, restricts service development, and impacts deployment schedules.  By resuming the study in Release 16 operators, vendors, and other SDO’s will have a clear understanding of the evolution path of IMS in the 5G arena while they are undertaking their initial 5G implementations, avoiding unnecessary revisions later. 
2
Proposal

It is proposed that the SA2 study on enhancing IMS for 5G (FS_eIMS5G) be restarted from SA2 #130 in January 2019, according to the currently approved SID, with time allocation subject to SA2 chairman’s discretion, in order to meet the Release 16 timeline.


