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Abstract

The current workload exceeds the capacity of SA WG2 if one considers expected maintenance, ongoing WIDs and also WIDs agreed by SA2 but not yet approved by SA. It is acknowledged that work is at an early stage in both SA1 and SA2, so it may not be possible yet to identify a complete set of ‘essential focus areas for Release 16.’ This document requests guidance from SA to identify which of the approved items to included on the SA2 agenda in the next quarter. 
1          Discussion
1.1 Introduction

At TSG SA#80, certain system-level features will be identified as ‘essential features for Release 16.’ This will be decided jointly with RAN. The meaning of ‘essential’ is at least a commitment by SA and RAN to include these features in the Release 16 program. Please see SP-180zzz for more on this topic.

It is likely that these items together with maintenance of past releases will not use all available time in SA2. The remaining study items in SA2 may be pursued, but there is not enough time to pursue all of them. SA is asked to consider what to do in SA2 given the overload situation. The details of this situation will be given below.

A further aspect of the current situation is that SA2 faces overload occurs earlier in the release cycle than in the past. Where SA could identify ‘essential features’ for Release 8, 10, 11 and 12, this will not be possible already at SA#80 for several reasons:

· Normative WIDs have not yet been agreed for any of the topics – they are in the early study phase (some of the studies have made little or no progress.)

· Some of the areas of interest to some companies have no corresponding stage 1 requirements yet as the work items have not been completed in SA1.
For this reason, it may not be practical or reasonable to decide on a complete list of essential features for Release 16 yet.

In summary, SA may decide for any study item to:
· Proceed: continue to be studied, remaining on the SA2 agenda (with allocation as per the rapporteur’s estimate as endorsed by SA#17bis)
· Pause: do not continue for the next quarter.

· Proceed and be established as an ‘essential feature’ for Release 16 (meaning at least that this study item will not be paused in future.)
· Reduce the budget for a study item and ask SA2 to adjust the scope, if necessary due to the reduction.
1.2 Constraints

Given the current time allocation, SA2 has 42 time units per meeting. 
It is expected that overall prioritization (selection of some study items as essential features) will take time. For the immediate term (Q3 2018), it is necessary to determine which of these study items should proceed or be paused.

A decision of this kind in no way restricts SA from making further decisions in SA#81 or SA#82 that a different set of study items need to proceed or pause, depending on what is known at that time (e.g. if some conclusions are reached in SA1 and new study item WIDs are agreed in SA2.)
The SA2 rapporteur’s estimate for SA2 time usage, further refined during SA2#127bis and endorsed in S2-186186 follows

	Acronym
	Name
	07 18
	08 18
	Σ Q3
	10 18
	11 18
	01 19
	02 19
	Σ

	FS_eV2XARC
	Study on architecture enhancements for 3GPP support of advanced V2X services
	2
	2
	4
	3
	3
	
	
	10

	FS_ATSSS
	Study on Access Traffic Steering, Switch and Splitting support in the 5G system
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	FS_5WWC
	Study on the Wireless and Wireline Convergence for the 5G system architecture
	2
	2
	4
	2
	1
	
	
	7

	FS_PARLOS_SA2
	Study on Stage 2 for PARLOS
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	FS_ENTRADE
	Study on encrypted traffic detection and verification
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	FS_eNA
	Study of enablers for Network Automation for 5G
	2
	2
	4
	3
	3
	
	
	10

	FS_CIoT_5G
	Study on Cellular IoT support and evolution for the 5G System
	4
	4
	8
	3
	3
	
	
	14

	FS_ETSUN
	Study on Enhancing Topology of SMF and UPF in 5G Networks
	2
	2
	4
	1.5
	
	
	
	5.5

	FS_LLC_Mob
	Study on EPC support for Mobility with Low Latency Communication
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	FS_eLCS
	Study on Enhancement to the 5GC Location Services
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	FS_eIMS5G
	Study on Enhanced IMS to 5GC Integration
	2
	2
	4
	1
	1
	
	
	6

	FS_5G-SRVCC
	Study on Enhancements to the Service-Based 5G System Architecture
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	FS_5G_URLLC
	Study on enhancement of URLLC supporting in 5GC
	2
	2
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	8

	FS_eSBA
	Study on Enhancements to the Service-Based 5G System Architecture
	3
	3
	6
	3
	3
	
	
	12

	FS_eNS
	Study on Enhancement of Network Slicing
	1
	2
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	6

	FS_AAI_LTE_NR
	Study on Application Awareness Interworking between LTE and NR
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	6

	FS_EPS_URACE
	Study on enhancement of systems using EPS for Ultra Reliability and Availability
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	FS_5GSAT_ARCH
	Study on architecture aspects for next generation real time communication services
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	3
	3
	12

	FS_FLADN
	Study on supporting Flexible Local Area Data Network
	0.5
	0.5
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	3

	FS_NG_RTC
	Study on system architecture for next generation real time communication services
	1
	2
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	10

	FS_UDIM
	Study on User Data Interworking and Migration
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	
	
	?

	FS_Vertical_LAN
	Study on Enhancement support of Vertical and LAN Services
	2
	2
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	8

	FS_RACS
	Study on optimization on UE radio capability signalling
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	xBDT
	5GS Transfer of Policies for Background Data Transfer
	0.5
	0.5
	1
	0.5
	0.5
	
	
	2

	Maint 6.1 on 5GS
	Maintenance of Rel-15(and eventually Rel-16) 5GS
	12
	12
	24
	10
	10
	8
	8
	60

	Maint 5.1 / 6.1
	Maintenance of other 3GPP access topics  (Rel-15 and pre-Rel-15)
	2
	2
	4
	2
	2
	2
	2
	12

	Maint 5.2 / 6.2
	Maintenance of PCC & QoS related features (Rel-15 and pre-Rel-15)
	0.5
	0.5
	1
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	3

	Maint 5.3 / 6.3
	Maintenance of Non-3GPP related features (Rel-15 and pre-Rel-15)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Maint 5.4 / 6.4
	Maintenance of IMS-related features (Rel-15 and pre-Rel-15)
	0.5
	0.5
	1
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	3

	TEI 3GPP access
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	TEI PCC/QoS
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	TEI n3GPP
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	TEI IMS/rel.
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	SUM
	
	49
	51
	110
	46
	42.5
	17
	15
	

	DEFICIT
	
	-7
	-9
	-16
	-5
	-1.5
	
	
	


2          Proposal

The total deficit in Q3 is currently 16 Time Units (more possibly if FS_UDIM is agreed). SA is asked to decide which study and/or work items to pause in Q3 to eliminate this deficit. 

It is proposed that all other items will proceed as above for Q3.

It is proposed to review this decision at TSG SA#81 in light of what is known at that time and make any further adjustments that are needed in the work program.
