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Introduction:

SA1 agreed on a working agreement and subsequently on a CR (S1-180610) to clarify the support of USIMs within the 5G system. 

Vodafone fully support the idea behind it but has some concerns about the current wording of the working agreement and the CR. 

Quote of the new text from S1-180610: 

Subject to Home MNO policy as well as its service and operational needs, a legacy USIM instead of a 5G USIM may be used to authenticate a user in a 5G system to get services according to her/his subscription, without introducing undue security risks.
The text above implies that the 5G USIM and the legacy USIM sound equivalent/identical in terms of security level, which is obviously not the case. 

In addition it is Vodafone’s understanding of the current text that it can be easily interpreted as meaning that no new security feature could be introduced unless it could be supported on legacy USIMs. 
Therefore Vodafone proposes to change the agreed text to clarify the requirements.
The Vodafone proposal can be found in SP-180196. 

Quote for your convenience:

Home MNO policy (subject to its service, operational needs and security requirements) may require an operator to permit the use of USIMs conformant to earlier releases than Release 15 together with the 5G system.  To enable this, the 5G system shall support the following:
 
1.  The use of a pre-release 15 USIM to authenticate a user in a 5G system to obtain services according to her/his subscription.
2. The upgrading of relevant security applications on the UICC over the air where supported by the UICC.
Proposal:

Vodafone requests SA to decide on a revision of S1-180610 to address the concerns outlined above.
