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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution raises a number of concerns with a company-driven proposal originally seen in RAN2 in May 2017, in SA2 in January 2018, in SA1 in February 2018 and eventually propagated back by SA1 to RAN2/SA2. A resolution is proposed. 
1
Discussion
A company proposal was made in [1] at RAN2#98 / May 2017 to include the UE WiFi MAC address in WLAN Measurement Information in LTE Positioning Protocol. RAN2 concluded the following [2]:

Wait for input from other groups (SA2/ATIS) that this information is required. Once this is confirmed it should be straight forward for us to add it to LPP.
This proposal was later made in [3] at SA2#125 / January 2018 to include the UE WiFi MAC address in WLAN Measurement Information in LTE Positioning Protocol. When asked, it was clarified during the discussion that this proposal originally made in ATIS-ELOC reached no consensus in ATIS-ELOC. No Liaison Statement was either sent from ATIS-ELOC to 3GPP TSG/WG. The situation in SA2 was very similar to that in RAN2 eight months earlier. The contribution was later submitted to SA1#81 / February 2018 [4].

[1], [3] and [4] clarify that the ATIS-ELOC specification to which the proposal relates but within which the proposal is not known to be captured, is also unpublished (ATIS-0700028 v2.0, Location Accuracy Improvements for Emergency Calls, Work in Progress).
Observation 1: the contribution seen in RAN2 [1], SA2 [3] and SA1 [4] is a company contribution with no known confirmed support or backing communicated by ATIS-ELOC.

Observation 2: the ATIS-ELOC specification to which the proposal relates is unpublished (acc. to [1], [3] and [4])

A normal way of working is for technical interaction between 3GPP OPs and 3GPP TSG/WG to take place by means of Liaison Statements. This is especially important when new requirements/solutions worked on by 3GPP OPs require changes to the 3GPP System. This is also important as companies in 3GPP hence with 3GPP IM(s) may not have a membership in all 3GPP OPs, and consequently may not have any access or visibility to the work done by all 3GPP OPs.

Observation 3: Liaison Statements are used for technical interaction between 3GPP OPs and 3GPP TSG/WGs, with associated inputs from 3GPP IMs in 3GPP TSG/WGs.
[4] was handled at SA1#81 resulting, surprisingly, in a Liaison Statement [5] to RAN2 cc SA2, asking “RAN2 to consider adding the UE WLAN MAC address to the information sent from the target UE to the external location server when performing an E911 emergency call positioning request.”. This Liaison Statement is questionable, in it asking for a very specific technical solution, and quoting a requirement in TS22.071 §5.4.1 that does not indicate this proposal is needed. We also question whether SA1 have reviewed the proposed technical solution, noting such an activity would anyway fall outside SA1 Terms of Reference. Furthermore and although SA1 rightly indicates that exposing the UE WiFi MAC Address raises privacy issues, SA1 did not even include SA3 in its Liaison Statement.
Observation 4: the LS from SA1 [5] is questionable.

SA2 received the LS [5] from SA1, and a response was issued back to RAN2 and SA1 in [6] asking “RAN2 to postpone any discussion and decision until SA2 decides on the way forward (under potential plenary guidance)”. Multiple requests to copy the LS to SA and RAN were opposed by a number of companies.

Observation 5: SA2 requested RAN2 to not proceed with SA1 guidance, to wait for further input from SA2 under potential plenary guidance.
Last, it should be noted that nowhere in the contributions seen [1], [2], [4] is there any evidence shown that the UE WiFi MAC Address is used for determining (i.e. calculating) the UE location. This further questions the motivations behind the Liaison Statement from SA1 and corresponding contributions. 

Observation 6: The UE WiFi MAC Address is not used for determining (i.e. calculating) the UE location. 
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Proposals
Given the observations above the following proposal is made
Proposal: 3GPP TSG SA to recommend closing any discussion on this topic in 3GPP WGs until further input from ATIS(-ELOC) is available and to inform SA1, SA2, SA3, RAN, RAN2 accordingly.
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Conclusions

Observation 1: the contribution seen in RAN2 [1], SA2 [3] and SA1 [4] is a company contribution with no known confirmed support or backing communicated by ATIS-ELOC.

Observation 2: the ATIS-ELOC specification to which the proposal relates is unpublished (acc. to [1], [3] and [4])

Observation 3: Liaison Statements are used for technical interaction between 3GPP OPs and 3GPP TSG/WGs, with associated inputs from 3GPP IMs in 3GPP TSG/WGs.

Observation 4: the LS from SA1 [5] is highly questionable.

Observation 5: SA2 requested RAN2 to not proceed with SA1 guidance, to wait for further input from SA2 under potential plenary guidance.

Observation 6: The UE WiFi MAC Address is not used for determining (i.e. calculating) the UE location. 
Proposal: 3GPP TSG SA to recommend closing any discussion on this topic in 3GPP WGs until further input from ATIS(-ELOC) is available and to inform SA1, SA2, SA3, RAN, RAN2 accordingly.
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