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Introduction
The GSMA represents the interests of mobile operators worldwide, uniting nearly 800 operators with almost 300 companies in the broader mobile ecosystem, including handset and device makers, software companies, equipment providers and internet companies, as well as organisations in adjacent industry sectors. The GSMA also produces industry-leading events such as Mobile World Congress, Mobile World Congress Shanghai, Mobile World Congress Americas and the Mobile 360 Series of conferences. For more information, please visit the GSMA corporate website at www.gsma.com.
The GSMA Future Networks Programme would like to notify your organisation of the recent launch of a project concerning Network Slicing.
Description:
The GSMA Network Slicing Taskforce initially aims to create a harmonised definition of network slice that can be used to illustrate the capability and value of network slicing to vertical industry representatives. The project will then focus on gaining as deep as possible an insight of what vertical industries expect the 5G network to deliver to serve their business needs. 
Based on such insights, GSMA intends to create a limited set of reference network slice types, that are globally available, with each serving specific business needs and reusable across as many vertical industries as possible. By capturing the characteristics of the basic set of slice types in a GSMA permanent reference document (PRD), such network slice types can be documented through well-defined roaming agreement templates and therefore made available globally. The PRD may also provide guidelines on how certain vertical industries’ requirements could be met by the device, potentially through concurrent use of a set of slice types. 
The definition of network slice types is intended to build upon and complement the specification of network slicing currently ongoing in 3GPP. 
ACTION:
The GSMA Future Networks programme asks your organisation to take the above into account.
The Future Networks Programme of GSMA would like to work in close cooperation with your organisation to ensure a smooth deployment of globally interoperable network slicing and define network slice types that attain maximum relevance in the widest possible cross section of the vertical industries.  GSMA will communicate further developments of this activity in the future.
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