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In order to complete the CUPS functionality including charging, SA provides the following guidance:

· CT4 defined Sx protocol already supports offline and online charging. The Sx protocol was frozen at CT#76.
· As normative work on CUPS charging could impact existing Rel-14 work on CUPS as now reported as 100% complete by CT4, specific aspects of impacts on Sx need to be carefully considered.
1. It is possible that Sx already fulfills the charging requirements for CUPS.
2. Another possibility is that Sx with the addition of new protocol information elements would suffice to fulfill charging requirements for CUPS. 
3. A last possibility is that Sx with changes that go beyond addition of new protocol information elements would be required to fulfill charging requirements for CUPS. 
· If (2) or (3) apply, these shall be completed for Rel-14. This is to avoid any difference in CUPS functionality in Rel-14 and subsequent releases, which is unacceptable.
· If at all possible, SA requests that SA5 Charging SWG selects options (1) or (2).
· If (2) applies, then it may be possible to complete all work in one plenary cycle, i.e. until TSG 77)
· If (3) applies, then the timeline for Rel-14 would need to be extended for at least two quarters. This is to allow CT4 one quarter to implement changes required. SA considers this option highly undesirable.
Work on CUPS charging needs to complete within the 3rd plenary cycle 2017 (by TSG 77). Please submit a WID and accompanying CRs at the TSG SA#77 meeting.
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