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Abstract

This contribution discusses the discontinuing of approved specifications and specifically those specifications for I-WLAN (Interworking WLAN). 

1. Background

There has been significant discussion in 3GPP about the deprecation of I-WLAN functionality.  CT1 has asked SA whether the specifications 24.234, 24.235 and 24.327 shall be promoted to Rel-13. This issue has been previously discussed at SA#66 and SA#67 where BlackBerry submitted SP-150129 on the subject.
2. Discussion

In SP-150129 it was identified that there are many features that remain part of the 3GPP specification set but which have either never been deployed or have not been widely deployed. As such, there seems to be no particular problem associated with maintaining such specifications, in general.
The only precedence in 3GPP for discontinuing the specifications for a feature are VCC and SIM. These are considered exceptional cases
. In our opinion, a proper process for deciding to deprecate a feature and discontinue published specifications would need to provide for objective criteria, evaluated at plenary level, taking into account at least the following:
A. The needs and views of the entire industry (including those companies that don’t actively participate in 3GPP, who may have implemented those specifications in their products);
B. Whether it is has been identified at the time that a work item is proposed that the new feature will obsolete the existing feature;
C. Whether backwards compatibility with terminals supporting the feature would be ensured (e.g. is part of the objective of any replacement feature).
The criteria evaluated in SP-160174 are simply:


- References from other 3GPP specifications

- Cross-references from non-3GPP specifications


- Relationship to other “active” features.

There is no discussion or justifications that these are necessary and sufficient criteria by which all such specifications could (and should) be judged. 

3. Conclusion

The principle of discontinuing specifications based on the criteria presenting in SP-160174 is unprecedented in 3GPP.   3GPP SA must ensure that any such decisions are made on a consistent, objective basis.

However, in our opinion, putting in place and operating a process for deprecating features does not represent a good use of time for 3GPP members, given the lack of clear benefits it yields and the difficulty in ensuring there are no negative impacts on any potential users of the specifications. In the case of I-WLAN, as documented in SP-150129 and summarised in the Annex below any reasonable criteria for deciding to discontinue a feature (along the lines of A, B, C listed above) do not apply to I-WLAN.    

4. Proposal
It is proposed that SA plenary discuss whether there is interest in developing a clearly defined and documented process whereby previously standardised features are obsoleted leading to discontinuation of existing specifications.  Such a process should ensure that the interests of all stakeholders are adequately taken into account and may for example involve making changes to the work item description and agreement process as proposed above.
It is proposed to promote I-WLAN CT1 specifications TS 24.234, TS 24.235 and TS 24.327 in Rel-13

Annex  - Application of suggested feature discontinuation criteria to I-WLAN

Applying the suggested criteria described above (bullets A, B, C) to the case of I-WLAN we observe that: 
Criteria A cannot be shown to be satisfied since there have been many implementations of I-WLAN in the industry as well as several trial deployments by operators (SP-150129).  Companies that have implemented I-WLAN (many of which are not regular participants in most 3GPP WGs) may well have the expectation that what they have implemented will continue to be supported by 3GPP, although it is challenging to assess this criteria.  
Criteria B is not met because it was not stated at the time that the WLAN NS WID was being submitted for approval that this new feature would obsolete I-WLAN.  
Criteria C is not met, since although it has been argued that WLAN NS is a complete replacement for I-WLAN, WLAN NS does not support all the authentication mechanisms supported by I-WLAN nor does WLAN NS support interworking with non-EPC core networks, and is not backwards compatible with I-WLAN UEs. WLAN NS requires EPC whereas I-WLAN can be used in networks that do not include EPC.

� In the case of VCC it was made explicit when Communication Continuity was proposed that this would replace VCC, and backwards compatibility with UEs that supported VCC was ensured. In the case of SIM this was because of USIM security improvements like mutual authentication and longer encryption keys.





