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Discussion
As part of earlier TSG RAN discussions regarding timeline for 5G work in RAN, it has been proposed to have “15 months releases” going forward for Rel-14, Rel-15 and Rel-16 to develop the 5G standards over 3 shorter releases instead of 2 long releases. Such approach would allow:
· Introduction of basic 5G functionality for a new RAT in Rel-15, in time for a first phase of deployments in 2020.
· A second phase with further developments of the new RAT in Rel-16 to meet the IMT-2020 requirements, in time for ITU submission.
It can be noted that a very large number of the contribution to the RAN Workshop this week propose a release planning with “15 months releases” with targeted ASN.1 freeze dates as follows:
· Rel-13 : March 2016
· Rel-14 : June 2017
· Rel-15 : September 2018
· Rel-16 : December 2019
These shorter releases have an additional advantage since the legacy systems can continue to make releases of new features and feature enhancements in a higher pace and is not artificially delayed by very long releases due to studies and specifications of a new 5G system. 
In addition we should take note that Rel-14 is only going to be study items and producing TRs for the new 5G system. 
Proposed Release timeline
Due to the importance of timely delivery for 3GPP specifications, to meet the time plan for a first phase of deployments 2020 and the second phase for ITU submission, release planning over 3 releases is needed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This contribution proposes that we now agree on the target dates for Rel-14, Rel-15 and Rel-16. 
As we all know future adjustments and exception sheets may be needed and can be handled by normal 3GPP practice in TSG plenary meetings. 
This table presents the proposed target dates:
	Rel-
	Stage 1
	Δ
	Stage 2
	Δ
	Stage 3
	Δ
	ASN.1 *

	13
	09/2014
	3Q
	06/2015
	2Q
	12/2015
	1Q
	03/2016

	14
	03/2016
	2Q
	09/2016
	2Q
	03/2017
	1Q
	06/2017

	15
	06/2017
	2Q
	12/2017
	2Q
	06/2018
	1Q
	09/2018

	16
	09/2018
	2Q
	03/2019
	2Q
	09/2019
	1Q
	12/2019



(* and equivalent CT formal interface specification freeze)
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