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Abstract: This contribution discusses the views of the US Department of Commerce for prioritization for Release 13.
There are four primary topic areas that are being directly addressed in 3GPP to help meet the needs of public safety with LTE standards:
1. Proximity Services (ProSe)
2. Group Communications System Enablers for LTE (GCSE_LTE)
3. Isolated E-UTRAN Operation for Public Safety (IOPS)
4. Mission Critical Push to Talk over LTE (MCPTT)
The first three, ProSe, GCSE_LTE, and IOPS, are generic service enablers that are intended to fill gaps that currently exist between underlying LTE infrastructure/handset capabilities and public safety’s definition of features that are required for signifying a service as being mission critical capable. As everyone is aware, work on ProSe and GCSE_LTE began in Release 12, and for ProSe, continues into Release 13. IOPS and MCPTT both began in Release 13 and are underway.
We will note that there are significant aspects of both ProSe and GCSE_LTE that will not be completed in Release 12, and thus must be completed in Release 13 in order to provide the full capability necessary for services such as MCPTT to leverage and to be truly mission critical capable. Likewise, IOPS remains a very important capability that must also be completed in Release 13. And of course MCPTT must be completed in Release 13 with a minimum functionality that will allow for it to be a replacement service to existing Private Mobile Radio (PMR) systems.

These thoughts reflect our perspective on prioritization within Release 13 – in order for MCPTT to be a useable PMR replacement, not only must it be completed with enough functionality to meet UK and South Korean needs (in 2016 and 2017 respectively), so must the underlying service enablers be completed.
