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	Reason for change:
	The AMF (Authentication Management Field) has 16 bits, of which bit 0 is used as the separation bit and bits "1" to "7" are reserved for future standardization use.

Currently, nothing is said about how the bits that are reserved for future standardization use shall be set while they are still reserved. This means that it could happen that an AuC decides to set these bits to 1. When then one day one of these reserved bits is standardised and a certain meaning is given to this bit being set to 1, the following incompatibility problem can arise: an updated USIM considering the particular AMF bit as standardized receives the AMF from an AuC of an older version, and the USIM will then wrongly interpret the bit if it happened to be set to 1 by the AuC.

Note that USIM and AuC do not exchange information about which release or version of a specification they implement.

Note further that bits "1" to "7" have had the status “reserved” since Rel-8, but a CR had already been proposed for Rel-12 to standardise bit “1”. This CR was, however, not accepted. 

	
	

	Summary of change:
	The bits "1" to "7" in the AMF shall be set to 0 while not yet specified for a particular use.

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	A serious and frequent misoperation may occur as soon as one of the bits "1" to "7" will be standardised. It is better to take action now than waiting until then as companies will have time to adapt their implementations, if needed. This is why this CR is proposed back to Rel-8.
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	Other comments:
	


Annex H (normative): 
Usage of the AMF 

The 16 bits in the AMF are numbered from "0" to "15" where bit "0" is the most significant bit and bit "15" is the least significant bit (see subclause 3.4)

Bit "0" is called the "AMF separation bit". It is used for the purposes of EPS (Evolved Packet System) and is specified in

-
TS 33.401 [28] for E-UTRAN access to EPS;

-
TS 33.402 [29] for non-3GPP access to EPS.

Bits "1" to "7" are reserved for future standardization use. Bits "1" to "7" shall be set to 0 while not yet specified for a particular use.
Bits "8" to "15" can be used for proprietary purposes. See Annex F for examples usages. 
