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1. Description:

3GPP RAN #54 identified that IOT opportunities related to inter RAT handover between LTE FDD and UTRAN FDD CS domain (SR-VCC from E-UTRA FDD to UTRA FDD) are becoming available. Consequently, RAN discussed the possibility of mandating the setting of the corresponding FGI bit 27 in TS 36.331, Table B-1-1, to “TRUE” (i.e. implemented and successfully tested) from Rel-9. 

However, in the course of the discussion, RAN realized there is an interrelation between the setting of this bit (specific for SR-VCC to UTRAN) to “TRUE”, and the SR-VCC UE capability indication (common for SR-VCC to UTRAN/GERAN) at the NAS layer, which is understood to be itself under an ongoing discussion within SA2.
RAN noted that although IOT opportunities for SR-VCC to UTRAN are becoming available, there might be cases where a UE supporting UTRA for roaming would have only implemented / tested for SR-VCC to GERAN.

Finally, RAN decided not to agree on any changes to the specification, in order to better understand the relation with the SA2 specifications.
2. Actions:

To SA2 
ACTION: Take note of the above discussion within RAN
To RAN2
ACTION: Investigate an appropriate formulation of the conditions that can accompany an eventual mandatory setting of FGI bit 27 to “TRUE” while ensuring alignment with NAS level SR-VCC supported defined in TS 24.301. 
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