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1. Overall Description:

TSG-CT has reviewed the LS from ITU-T SG2 on message identifiers for civil alerting.  In their LS, ITU-T SG2 ask the following questions to which TSG-CT provides its feedback. 

ITU-T SG2 question:

“It is not clear what principles support the range 4352 – 6399 (1100 hex – 18FF hex) being selected for public warning purpose. SG2 would like to know more background information behind this proposal and why UEs cannot receive MI values in value ranges above 1000.”

TSG-CT feedback: 

The configuration limitation exists for pre-Release 8 (i.e., legacy) UEs because prior to Release 8, there was no requirement that the user be able to configure the UE for reception of MIs greater than 1000. When the PWS MIs were added (starting in Release 8), 3GPP did not allocate the PWS MIs within the 1000 range for the following reasons:

· MIs (0-999) are allocated to GSMA, so 3GPP is not at liberty to reuse these codes

· Activation of the MIs associated with PWS is under the control of PWS applications and these applications might not want the MIs to be configured directly by the UE MMI as this could create conflicts with behaviour expected by the PWS applications. 

The range 4352-6399 was selected for the PWS MIs since it was not currently allocated and was large enough to accommodate the addition of future PWS applications beyond ETWS and CMAS.

ITU-T SG2 question:

“Other topics being studied in the development of the above Recommendation includes languages, international alert and advisory messages, national closed user group, MMI settable or not MMI settable etc. SG2 believes that these aspects should be considered when the block of MIs for civil alerting is proposed. There needs to be some principles when the assignment and reservation are considered and it might need some procedure for the assignment and reservation of MIs to be used in identifying languages in civil alerting situations. SG2 would like to know 3GPP TSG-SA and GSMA’s position on these topics.”

TSG-CT feedback: 

TSG-CT would like to point out that the aspects identified by SG2 such as language, international alert and advisory messages, national closed user group, MMI settable or not, etc., are highly dependent on the requirements for the alerts themselves and these are not defined by 3GPP but instead implemented in 3GPP specifications in accordance with requirements from national or regional bodies responsible for emergency alerting. The 3GPP system simply broadcasts the alerts without translation or interpretation. The application that defines the alerts (e.g. ETWS, CMAS, EU-Alert applications) would determine what language(s) an alert will be in*, whether an alert is international, advisory, etc., and whether the UE MMI should be allowed to set the MI for a particular alert or whether the application itself will provide the user interface for configuring the MIs on the UE.

* Note that the cell broadcast data coding scheme contains a language identifier, however, the coding scheme is independent of MI. The MI identifies the broadcast service and therefore MI should not be used as a language identifier (see 3GPP TS 23.038 clause 5).

.

There are other questions in the LS from ITU-T SG but TSG-CT believes TSG-SA is more qualified to answer these, as well as to provide an overall consolidated response to ITU-T SG2, taking the above feedback from TSG-CT into account.
2. Actions:

To 3GPP TSG-SA:
ACTION: 
TSG-CT asks TSG-SA to take the above feedback into consideration and prepare a consolidated response to the ITU-T SG2 LS.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT Meetings:

TSG-CT Meeting #51 
16th – 18th March 2011
Kansas City, US.

TSG-CT Meeting #52
1st – 3rd June 2011
Bratislava, SK

