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1. Introduction

TSG-SA has recently had increased attention on 21.801, which is very important for 3GPP because it explains the appropriate usage of English.  This CR looks at the usage of “may”, “can”, “may not” and “cannot”.

The use of "may not" in English has two meanings - either "shall not" or "cannot always".  In verbal dialogue you can tell the difference by the pronunciation.  In written communication it is dependent on the context of the wording, so extremely special attention needs to be paid to every phrase using the term "may not", or more simply just to avoid using the term completely.
For this reason, already there is text in 21.801 stating that "may not" is not to be used in place of "shall not".  Additionally there is text stating that the term "may" is to be used for expressing permission (hence "may not" is not allowed to be used).  Despite this, there are often discussions about the use of "may not" in 3GPP and often the phrase "might not" has been proposed instead.  Unfortunately for the non-English native speaker, the difference between "might not" and "may not" is rather subtle and it is therefore much easier to use an altogether different expression.  Discussions about the right wording for "may not" have traditionally taken up valuable meeting time (e.g. in the recent SA2 meeting at least 10 minutes were spent discussing this kind of wording).  Spread over multiple groups and years this time could be released for better purposes.

Telefonica therefore proposes to make a change to 21.801 to clarify this.
2. Proposal

Approve the attached CR0026 to TR 21.801.

